
 

Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 5th July 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our latest edition of the Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School newsletter! As we 

continue our Summer term, we have plenty of exciting news and updates to share with you. 

Only today, our annual Summer Fair was a huge success, and we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who attended and supported the event. In addition, Our Year 6 students recently had an 

exciting and educational visit to their new secondary schools. They were able to explore the facilities, 

meet some of the teachers, and get a taste of what to expect when they move to Year 7. 

And as always, from the nursery to Year 6, the classrooms have been buzzing with enthusiasm and a 

commitment to learning. Our teachers have been impressed by the hard work and progress 

demonstrated by the children, and we are excited to see their continued growth. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 



Attendance 

Children must attend school every day, on time (unless they are too unwell to do so). As you know, I am 

not permitted to authorise holidays in term time and leave of absence will only be authorised in 

exceptional circumstances and on a case-by-case basis.  

 

Our current school attendance after 36 weeks is 95.32% We want to work together to continue to 

improve this figure over the coming weeks. Our current attendance by class is:  

Birch - 95% 

Elder - 94% 

Elm - 96% 

Hawthorn - 96% 

Hazel - 95% 

Oak - 95% 

Maple - 96% 

Juniper - 95% 

Pine - 93% 

Rowan - 96% 



Willow - 96% 

Well done to Elm, Hawthorn, Maple, Rowan & Willow classes on their fantastic attendance this week. 

Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 95%, and strive to 

achieve 97% attendance. 

Forest school & the foundation playground 

We are delighted to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported and attended our Summer 

Fair. Your enthusiasm and generosity made the event a tremendous success, and we are incredibly 

grateful for your participation. 

A special thank you goes to the Friends of Mapplewells for their outstanding organisation and dedication. 

Their hard work and meticulous planning ensured that the fair was a day to remember, filled with fun 

activities, exciting games, and wonderful community spirit. The variety of stalls, delicious refreshments, 

and engaging entertainment were all thanks to their tireless efforts. 

To our volunteers, staff, and children—thank you for your commitment and support. Your contributions, 

whether it was setting up, running a stall, or simply joining in the festivities, played a vital role in creating 

such a joyful and vibrant atmosphere. 

We look forward to counting up the pennies to see how much we have raised this year and putting it 

towards some exciting new projects. 

A reminder that the play equipment in the Foundation play area should not be used at all before or after 

school as the staff work very hard to set up activities for the session which are often spoilt if the 

resources have been used or moved.  

 

The same applies for Forest School - this area should not be used before or after school session times. 

Spotlight on British Values 

 

Mutual Respect 



Mutual respect is all about recognizing and valuing the differences in others while treating everyone with 

kindness and consideration. It means understanding that everyone is unique, with their own thoughts, 

feelings, and perspectives, and acknowledging the importance of these differences in creating a 

harmonious and inclusive environment. 

How We Promote Mutual Respect at Mapplewells: 

1. Classroom Activities: Our teachers incorporate lessons and activities that emphasise the 

importance of respecting each other's opinions and backgrounds. Through group work and 

discussions, children learn to listen actively and appreciate diverse viewpoints. 

2. Assemblies and Celebrations: During our school assemblies, we celebrate various cultures, 

traditions, and achievements. This helps children understand and respect the rich tapestry of our 

school community and the wider world. 

3. Positive Role Models: Staff and older children act as role models, demonstrating respectful 

behaviour in their interactions with others. This sets a positive example for younger children to 

follow. 

4. Conflict Resolution: We teach our children effective conflict resolution skills, encouraging them 

to resolve disagreements calmly and respectfully and through a restorative approach. This helps 

in fostering a supportive and understanding school environment. 

5. Community Engagement: We engage with the local community and participate in projects that 

highlight the importance of mutual respect and cooperation. These activities help children see 

the value of respect in action within the wider society. 

Why is Mutual Respect Important?  

Mutual respect lays the foundation for a positive school environment where all children feel safe, valued, 

and included. It helps in building strong relationships, reducing instances of bullying, and preparing our 

students to be considerate and empathetic members of society. 



 

Online Safety 

 



What Parents and Carers need to know about Smart TVs 

Smart TVs have become more affordable in recent years, making them readily available to most 

consumers. These more advanced systems offer numerous features beyond those of a normal television 

set – chiefly, the ability to access the internet and interface with popular streaming services without the 

need for a set-top box or other intermediary device. 

This increased functionality, however, also brings additional threats to privacy, security and more – as 

you’d perhaps expect from any device capable of going online. As TV is such a cornerstone of our home 

lives, these dangers can be uniquely difficult to manage. Our #WakeUpWednesday guide breaks down 

the major risks, with tips on helping children to enjoy TV … stress free. 

 

Car parking 

In response to concerns from local residents, please can I ask parents and carers to be considerate when 

parking if you are driving to school, please do not to block driveways or pavements when parking. 

We ask that parents do not park on Mapplewells Crescent or Henning Lane as we need to ensure that 

access to school is clear and that children are able to walk safely to and from school.  

We highly recommend that where possible children and parents walk to school. This is to ensure the 

safety of all our fellow Mapplewellians.  



Thank you in advance for your continued support and co-operation in this matter. 

 

Can you help F2? 

The F2 staff are wanting to improve the writing area within the unit to encourage children to do more 

independent writing and we need your help! If you have any of the following items, please could you 

give it to a member of the EYFS team: 

*notebooks 

*coloured/fancy paper 

*pencil crayons 

*range of pens/pencils 

*cards/envelopes 

*to do lists/shopping lists 

*party invitations 

  

Thank you for your continued support, we really do appreciate it! 

Sports day 

We had a wonderful time on Monday as the children took part in their annual sports day. All the children 

all tried their hardest in a variety of events and gave 100% effort. It was brilliant to see the children 

enjoying themselves and showing excellent sportsmanship throughout. Well done to everyone who took 

part, you all showed true Mapplewellian spirit throughout.  

 



Our thanks to the staff and Year 6 helpers for organising and ensuring everything ran smoothly 

throughout the day. 

 

School Crossing Patrol vacancy 

Via East Midlands is looking to recruit a School Crossing Patrol (Lollipop Person) to the site outside our 

school. The role is term time Mon - Fri £12.03 per hour. If you would like to find out more information, 

you can use the link below, or contact Via on 0115 9774373, or by email: roadsafety@viaem.co.uk1. 

To find out what current patrols like about their role in the community please visit Via’s YouTube – 

Working for Via as a School Crossing Patrol – YouTube 

https://www.viaem.co.uk/services/road-safety/school-crossing-patrols/ 

 

 
1mailto:roadsafety@viaem.co.uk 



Interoception and mental wellbeing in autistic children 

We are planning to arrange an expert to come into school in September to do some interoception 

training with our parents. This session will be open to all, whether your child has a diagnosis of autism or 

not. Our SenCo Mrs Richards thought it might be useful to share a link on interoception from the Autism 

Education Trust so you can read whether this may be of interest - https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-

and-guidance/professional-practice/interoception-wellbeing 

 

If  this training sounds useful to you or your family please let us know what time of day suits you best by 

completing this survey - https://forms.office.com/e/Z0NSEUNPU1 

 

Fundraising 

Friends Of Mapplewells are now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use 

easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and 

make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and 

support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment. 

  

And here's the best part: for the next two weeks, every supporter who signs up to  support Friends of 

Mapplewells through easyfundraising will trigger a £1 bonus donation! 

Ready to make a difference? It only takes a few minutes to sign up. You can find our easyfundraising page 

at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-

mapplewells/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1 



 

Thank you so much! 

 

Year 3 sports visitor 

Year 3 had a virtual visitor in Science from a Derbyshire Professional Boxer, Lianne Bush. 

  

Lianne spoke to the children about the importance of exercising and excitement boxing entails. She 

taught them about the training routine professional boxers participate in and the impact training has on 

their muscles. Lianne also taught us about the necessity of a balanced diet and what this looks like for a 

professional athlete. 

  

We all learnt lots of facts to help us expand our knowledge of Muscles, heart rate and Bones. 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 



 

Mr Whittle                                                    

Headteacher       

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


