
 

Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 21st June 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another week and another action packed time at Mapplewells. This week we have had our wonderful 

Year 5 performance, whilst the year 2 children have performed brilliantly in their assessments too. 

Around school it is brilliant to see the buzz of learning and finally the children have been able to enjoy 

some nice weather outside. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Children must attend school every day, on time (unless they are too unwell to do so). As you know, I am 

not permitted to authorise holidays in term time and leave of absence will only be authorised in 

exceptional circumstances and on a case-by-case basis.  



Our current school attendance after 34 weeks is 95.34% We want to work together to continue to 

improve this figure over the coming weeks. Our current attendance by class is:  

Birch - 96% 

Elder - 94% 

Elm - 96% 

Hazel - 93% 

Hawthorn - 96% 

Oak - 95% 

Maple - 96% 

Juniper - 95% 

Pine - 93% 

Rowan - 96% 

Willow - 96% 

Well done to Birch, Elm, Hawthorn, Maple, Rowan & Willow classes on their fantastic attendance this 

week. Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 95%, and strive 

to achieve 97% attendance. 

 



Stars of the week 

SUCESS stars of the week congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their class 

teacher as 'SUCESS start of the week'. The children received their certificate in assembly today.  

Ash - Olive 

Birch - Emily 

Elder - Jesse 

Elm - Amaya 

Hawthorn -  Ollie A 

Hazel - Ryder 

Oak - Charlie 

Maple - Emmie 

Juniper - Teea  

Pine - Owen 

Rowan - Kaya-Jai 

 

Forest school & the foundation playground 

A reminder that the play equipment in the Foundation play area should not be used at all before or after 

school as the staff work very hard to set up activities for the session which are often spoilt if the 

resources have been used or moved.  



 

The same applies for Forest School - this area should not be used before or after school session times. 

Online Safety 

 

What Parents and Carers need to know about Physical Well Being 

 

Football’s European Championship is now well underway, and this huge event could potentially get 

children interested in having a go on the pitch themselves – or perhaps they’re already passionate about 

sport. It could present a great opportunity to get young people engaged in physical activity and regular 

exercise, which has proven positive impacts on all facets of their health – including mental and 

emotional wellbeing.  

With all that said, it can sometimes be difficult to get children and young people motivated to take part 

in sports and other exercise, but there are certainly ways to do so. This guide provides you with some 

top tips from our expert on how to encourage young people to stay active and remain invested in their 

physical welfare. 



 

Car parking 

In response to concerns from local residents, please can I ask parents and carers to be considerate when 

parking if you are driving to school, please do not to block driveways or pavements when parking. 

We ask that parents do not park on Mapplewells Crescent or Henning Lane as we need to ensure that 

access to school is clear and that children are able to walk safely to and from school.  

We highly recommend that where possible children and parents walk to school. This is to ensure the 

safety of all our fellow Mapplewellians.  

Thank you in advance for your continued support and co-operation in this matter. 



 

Can you help F2? 

The F2 staff are wanting to improve the writing area within the unit to encourage children to do more 

independent writing and we need your help! If you have any of the following items, please could you 

give it to a member of the EYFS team: 

*notebooks 

*coloured/fancy paper 

*pencil crayons 

*range of pens/pencils 

*cards/envelopes 

*to do lists/shopping lists 

*party invitations 

  

Thank you for your continued support, we really do appreciate it! 

Breakfast Club 

We are delighted that Breakfast Club has become increasingly popular provides a valuable service  to our 

Mapplewellian children and families.  

Recently there has been a sharp increase in the numbers attending and this means that on occasions we 

have reached the supervision limit set within our Breakfast Club Policy. Owing to  this, we will be 

reinforcing the pre-book/pre-pay system that the club was initially set up with.  Starting from Monday 

13th May your child will need to be booked into Breakfast Club by the  Thursday prior to the week they 

are attending in order for us to be able to make appropriate  supervision arrangements. Children will not 

be accepted to Breakfast Club without prior booking  unless there are exceptional circumstances.  



 

Parents/carers need to pre-book and pay for their child’s place prior to them attending in order to  

maintain the correct staff/pupil ratio and first aid administration. As attendance was low, children were  

occasionally admitted on a daily basis without prior booking as there was no concern over reaching the 

supervision limit.   

 

Bookings should be made via ScoPay up to 48 hours in advance, we understand with busy lives there 

may be an occasional need to book with less than 48 hours notice, if this is the case you will need to call  

the office team so we can book this for you. 

 

School Crossing Patrol vacancy 

Via East Midlands is looking to recruit a School Crossing Patrol (Lollipop Person) to the site outside our 

school. The role is term time Mon - Fri £12.03 per hour. If you would like to find out more information, 

you can use the link below, or contact Via on 0115 9774373, or by email: roadsafety@viaem.co.uk1. 

To find out what current patrols like about their role in the community please visit Via’s YouTube – 

Working for Via as a School Crossing Patrol – YouTube 

https://www.viaem.co.uk/services/road-safety/school-crossing-patrols/ 

 
1mailto:roadsafety@viaem.co.uk 



 

Fieldwork Fortnight 

F2 

This week has been fieldwork week. F2 went on a sensory walk to see what they could hear, feel, smell 

and see. We had a great time. We saw trees, ladybirds, birds, plants and much more. We smelt lavender 

and sweet flowers. We heard birds tweeting and singing. We felt rough trees, spikey plants and soft 

leaves. We recorded this on paper in a list form 

 

Year 3/4 

Year 3 and 4 have been using their geographical skills at Forest School, investigating their surroundings to 

answer the question; What wildlife lives nearby? All children planned their investigation, collected data 

and presented their data in a bar chart. They then analysed the data, comparing the invertebrates and 

vertebrates they found with their peers.  

 

Year 5/6 

This week, Y5 and Y6 children took part in fieldwork fortnight activities in our forest school where they 

measured the temperatures of various objects and scientific bodies with infrared thermometer. During 

this investigation the children were able to discover that various objects will have different temperatures 

depending on their exposure to the sun or location in the environment.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Fundraising 

Friends Of Mapplewells are now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use 

easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and 

make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and 

support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment. 

  

And here's the best part: for the next two weeks, every supporter who signs up to  support Friends of 

Mapplewells through easyfundraising will trigger a £1 bonus donation! 

Ready to make a difference? It only takes a few minutes to sign up. You can find our easyfundraising page 

at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-

mapplewells/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1 

 

Thank you so much! 

 

'The Bad Seed' 

This week F2 have been reading 'The Bad Seed'. To engage them in their writing, they came to school 

dressed as the bad seed and they followed some of the bad rules he followed too! Take a look at their 

very grumpy faces! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Please come and join us for a picnic!   

We are delighted to once again invite you to join us for a picnic, which will be held on Friday 19th July 

from 12.00 to 1.30pm.There will be no school hot dinners served on this day and all children and 

parents will need to either order a Picnic Box or bring along their own packed lunch. If you would like to 

order a picnic box, please view the contents attached to this letter, it will cost £2.95 for children and 

£3.54 for adults. If your child is eligible for free school meals or universal free school meals (F2, Y1 & Y2) 

there will be no charge for your child to have a school picnic box.  



 

If your child would like a picnic box from school, please choose their sandwich filling and make an online 

payment (if required) via ScoPay using the instructions below:- 

• Log on to your child’s ScoPay account 

• The Parent Picnic is listed under Trips and Events 

• Click on Complete Form to see sandwich options 

  

Please order by 10am on Thursday 4th July 2024 

  

Foundation 2, Year 1 & Year 2:  

Your child is entitled to Universal Free Meals. If your child would like a free picnic box from school, 

please choose their sandwich filling on Scopay. There is no charge for this meal. 

  

F1, Year 3, 4, 5 and 6: 

The cost of the picnic box is £2.95, unless your child is entitled to income based free school meals. If your 

child would like a picnic box on this day you can make an online payment via ScoPay and indicate your 

child's choice of sandwich filling. 

F1 in nature 

F1 have been learning about looking after living things - we made bird feeders to hang on trees around 

school...they were so enthusiastic they made enough to each take one home too! 

 



 

 

 

Year 5 performance 

This week Y5 children took to the stage at school. They performed in front of the whole school and later 

to their families and did so splendidly. Our play was called "Jill and Fred's Historical Hysterical Adventure" 



and it definitely brought on many laughs from the audience! The children loved learning their songs and 

lines which definitely showed during the performances:) Well done Y5! 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Artist of the month 

Well done to Callum in year 3 who has won the artist of the month competition. I was super impressed 

with his art that he made inspired by the works of Yayoi Kusama. And well done to all of the children 

who sent their art in, they were all fantastic! 



 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 

 

Mr Whittle                                                    



Headteacher       

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


