
 

Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School 
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 17th May 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very busy week at Mapplewells once again and this week Year 6 have been in the spotlight as they 

have undertaken their SATs tests throughout the week. Each and everyone of them should be extremely 

proud of the hard work and effort they have put in this week and throughout the school year - we 

certainly are. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Children must attend school every day, on time (unless they are too unwell to do so). As you know, I am 

not permitted to authorise holidays in term time and leave of absence will only be authorised in 

exceptional circumstances and on a case-by-case basis.  



 

The Importance of School Attendance  

Our current school attendance after 31 weeks is 95% but we want to aim for over 97%. With your 

continuing support we believe that this remains achievable for this academic year, and we will continue 

to provide your children with enriching educational opportunities every day.  

Additionally, some children are missing out on part of their education by arriving late to school. The 

gates are open from 8:30am. Please make sure your child arrives before 8:50am when the gates close. 

We are monitoring punctuality very closely and may contact you if we have a concern  

Our current attendance by class is:  

Birch - 96% 

Elder - 94% 

Elm - 97% 

Hazel - 95% 

Hawthorn -  96% 

Oak - 95% 

Maple - 96% 

Juniper - 96% 

Pine - 93% 



Rowan - 96% 

Willow - 96% 

Well done to Elm class on their fantastic attendance this week. 

Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 95% and strive to 

achieve 97% attendance. 

Stars of the week 

SUCESS stars of the week congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their class 

teacher as 'SUCESS start of the week'. The children received their certificate in assembly today.  

Ash - Theo 

Birch - Dylan 

Elder - Alex 

Elm - Alice 

Hawthorn -  Harper 

Hazel - Jude 

Oak - Henry 

Maple - James 

Juniper - Harriet 

Pine - Louie 

Rowan - Maddison 

Willow - All of Year 6! 



 

Year 6 SATS 

A huge well done to all of our Year 6s, who have this week completed their SATs tests. A week of spelling 

and grammar, reading and maths has been conquered thanks to the determination, resilience and hard 

work of all the children and staff involved. We are very proud of how the children have applied 

themselves throughout the week and they thoroughly deserved their celebratory McFlurry on Thursday 

afternoon. 

Well done to all involved. 

INSET day 

Reminder that next Friday 24th May is INSET day. 



 

Year 3 Residential - Sherwood Forest and Walesby 

The Year 3s had a fantastic time on their overnight residential at Sherwood Forest and Walesby last week. 

They all enjoyed taking part in many activities, such as soft archery, animal den building, zipline, assault 

course, indoor rock climbing and laser tag. We ended the evening with songs around the campfire and all 

had lots of fun in the sun. 

 



 

 



 

 

ScoPay 

We have been informed by ScoPay that they are making changes to their app that parents/carers use to 

make payments. Going forward all payments including school meals, breakfast club and trips will need to 

be made via the ScoPay website. If you have any issues with making payments via the website please let 

a member of the office team know. 

 

You can login to the Scopay website here -  https://www.scopay.com/login 



 

Forest school & the foundation playground 

A reminder that the play equipment in the Foundation play area should not be used at all before or after 

school as the staff work very hard to set up activities for the session which are often spoilt if the 

resources have been used or moved.  

 

The same applies for Forest School - this area should not be used before or after school session times. 

Nursery places available for September 2024 

Applications are open for a place in our Nursery from September 2023. We offer 15 hours or 30 hours  

places.   

F1 is open 5 days a week. 15 hours sessions are either morning or afternoon. The morning session is  

from 8.35am to 11.35am, and the afternoon session is from 12.35pm to 3.35pm. We also now offer 30  

hours funded childcare. These sessions are 8.35am-3.35pm which are broken down into two 3 hour  

sessions with an hour lunch in between.  

If you would like a place for your child then please  contact the school office for an application form or 

visit our website. Further information about admissions to Nursery and Reception can be found on the 

school websitehttps://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/admissions/ 

Please note, a place in our Nursery does not guarantee a place in Reception 



 

Online Safety 

 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Helldivers 2 

Within the last few months, Helldivers 2 has propelled to immense popularity in the gaming community, 

with players of all ages enjoying its frenetic combat, humorous presentation, and challenging gameplay. 

Whether they’re cooperating with friends or competing with strangers, the game has attracted many 

young players despite its higher age rating.  



As can be expected from an online game – especially one rated 18+ – there are several inherent online 

safety risks posed to children and young people who play Helldivers 2; from the content of the game 

itself to the dangers of interacting with strangers online. Our guide highlights the most prominent 

hazards of Helldivers 2 and provides you with top tips for keeping its younger players safe. 

 

Car parking 

In response to concerns from local residents, please can I ask parents and carers to be considerate when 

parking if you are driving to school, please do not to block driveways or pavements when parking. 

 

We ask that parents do not park on Mapplewells Crescent or Henning Lane as we need to ensure that 

access to school is clear and that children are able to walk safely to and from school.  

  

We highly recommend that where possible children and parents walk to school. This is to ensure the 

safety of all our fellow Mapplewellians.  

  

Thank you in advance for your continued support and co-operation in this matter. 



 

Can you help F2? 

The F2 staff are wanting to improve the writing area within the unit to encourage children to do more 

independent writing and we need your help! If you have any of the following items, please could you 

give it to a member of the EYFS team: 

  

*notebooks 

*coloured/fancy paper 

*pencil crayons 

*range of pens/pencils 

*cards/envelopes 

*to do lists/shopping lists 

*party invitations 

  

Thank you for your continued support, we really do appreciate it! 

Breakfast Club 

We are delighted that Breakfast Club has become increasingly popular provides a valuable service  to our 

Mapplewellian children and families.  

 

Recently there has been a sharp increase in the numbers attending and this means that on occasions we 

have reached the supervision limit set within our Breakfast Club Policy. Owing to  this, we will be 



reinforcing the pre-book/pre-pay system that the club was initially set up with.  Starting from Monday 

13th May your child will need to be booked into Breakfast Club by the  Thursday prior to the week they 

are attending in order for us to be able to make appropriate  supervision arrangements. Children will not 

be accepted to Breakfast Club without prior booking  unless there are exceptional circumstances.  

 

Parents/carers need to pre-book and pay for their child’s place prior to them attending in order to  

maintain the correct staff/pupil ratio and first aid administration. As attendance was low, children were  

occasionally admitted on a daily basis without prior booking as there was no concern over reaching the 

supervision limit.   

 

Bookings should be made via ScoPay up to 48 hours in advance, we understand with busy lives there 

may be an occasional need to book with less than 48 hours notice, if this is the case you will need to call  

the office team so we can book this for you. 

 

Eco Team 

Children from each key stage will be working together with Miss Joy to look after our environment and 

to innovate ways to keep Mapplewells as eco friendly as possible. Every Friday, the Eco Team will look 

around the classrooms to decide which class is being the most eco friendly and looking after their 

environment the best! The winning classes will receive a certificate in SUCCESS Assembly to display in 

their classrooms.  

 

Eco Team winners this week are all of Birch & Juniper classes. 



 

School photos 

A photographer from Jane Stapleton Photography will be coming into school on Monday 10th June to 

take class photographs for F1 through to Year 6.  

 

They will also be taking the Year 6 individual leavers photos. 

 

If you missed out on a sibling photo earlier this year we are offering the chance to have one taken on this 

date. If you wish to have a family photograph taken of brothers and sisters in school on 10th June, we 

ask that you complete this survey by 3pm on Wednesday 5th June 2024 - 

https://forms.office.com/e/TYRXPCuTvk 



 

Year 3 & 4 made the news! 

The Year 3 and 4s have some exciting news to share - their fundraising event has made The Chad 

newspaper. The children worked really hard to create and sell their pizzas. They taught KS1 children 

about the natural disasters they have been learning about and the importance of the chosen charity - 

The British Red Cross. Al of the children felt really proud to know their efforts have had a contribution to 

help people in crisis. 

  

Follow this link to read the full article https://www.chad.co.uk/education/mapplewells-primary-school-

children-make-pizzas-to-raise-money-for-red-cross-disaster-fund-4629895 



 



Mr Murray, the triathlete 

Congratulations to our very own PE Lead, Mr Murray, on his first triathlon last weekend. The course 

included a open water swim of 750m followed by 22km on the bike and finally a 5km run which he 

completed in 1.5hrs. Well done! 

 

Yr3's Greek visitor 

Today the Year 3s had a special visitor from Ancient Greece, Helen of Troy. 

The children asked lots of questions to find out more about her life, in preparation for their biography 

writing in English. All children loved learning about Helen's hobbies and life in Ancient Greece. 



 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 



 

Thank you for your continued support - SUCCESS is in our hands.    

Mr Whittle                                                    

Headteacher       

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


