
 

Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School 
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March 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We bring to an a very busy and very successful Spring Term here at Mapplewells. This week the children 

have been showcasing some of their authentic outcomes in various ways, this has included fanstastic 

performances of Troy Story from our Years 3 and 4s. 

Hopefully, on our return to school in the Summer, we will have some much nicer weather! 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 



Attendance 

Children must attend school every day, on time (unless they are too unwell to do so). As you know, I am 

not permitted to authorise holidays in term time and leave of absence will only be authorised in 

exceptional circumstances and on a case-by-case basis.  

 

The Importance of School Attendance  

Our current school attendance after 26 weeks is 95% but we want to aim for over 97%. With your 

continuing support we believe that this remains achievable for this academic year, and we will continue 

to provide your children with enriching educational opportunities every day.  

Additionally, some children are missing out on part of their education by arriving late to school. The 

gates are open from 8:30am. Please make sure your child arrives before 8:50am when the gates close. 

We are monitoring punctuality very closely and may contact you if we have a concern  

Our current attendance by class is:  

Birch - 96% 

Elder - 94%  

Elm - 97% 

Hazel - 94% 

Hawthorn - 95% 



Oak - 94% 

Maple - 96% 

Juniper - 96% 

Pine - 94% 

Rowan -  96% 

Willow - 96% 

Well done to Elm class on their fantastic attendance this week. 

Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 95% and strive to 

achieve 97% attendance. 

Staffing Update 

As we updated you recently, Mr Binnion will sadly be leaving Mapplewells to take up a new job. We wish 

Mr Binnion every success in his new venture. However, we are delighted to say that we have been 

successful in recruiting Miss Rossi and Miss Cook as class teachers for Rowan class for the Summer term. 

Miss Cook will work on Monday and Tuesday and Miss Rossi on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Both 

teachers have worked at Mapplewells previously and know the school well. We are delighted that they 

are joining the team and I am sure that we will give them a warm Mapplewellian welcome. 

In addition, we are also delighted that Mr Barton will be joining us as Site Manager in the weeks after 

the Easter Break. Again we are delighted that Mr Barton will be joining the team and we know that he 

can't wait to get going in his new role. 

Uniform 

We would like to remind our Mapplewellian family that children are only permitted to wear their PE kits 

on their specified PE days.  

  

At all other times children are expected to be in full school uniform. A copy of the school uniform policy 

can be found here: https://primarysite-prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/mapplewellsprimarynurserysutton/UploadedDocument/a1bc63c5-9027-

4f9b-912b-efb2ba55192e/school-uniform-policy-2023-mapplewells.pdf 

  

In addition, we have noticed a number of children wearing nails and make up. As stated in our school 

uniform policy: 'Make-up, nail varnish and non-natural hair colours are not considered appropriate in our 

learning environment. Make up and nail varnish must not be worn, nor should pupils adopt non-natural 

hair colourings.' 



  

Thank you for your continued support 

Online Safety 

 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about Clickbait 

While scrolling online, you’ll almost inevitably have come across posts or links with headlines like “You 

Won’t Believe These 10 Crazy Facts about …”. Such lurid language – and the often-dubious nature of the 

content it promotes – has become something of a running joke on the internet. Yet while these articles 

are often laughed at by communities online, they can have an insidious side. 

Clickbait, as it’s known, can frequently function as part of a trap: intended to draw users in for the sake 

of advertising revenue or, in worse cases, masking an attempting to collect their personal information. 

This #WakeUpWednesday guide explores the various risks of clickbait and offers some top tips for 

evading the pitfalls of this controversial marketing technique. 



 

Car parking 

In response to concerns from local residents, please can I ask parents and carers to be considerate when 

parking if you are driving to school, please do not to block driveways or pavements when parking. 

 

We ask that parents do not park on Mapplewells Crescent or Henning Lane as we need to ensure that 

access to school is clear and that children are able to walk safely to and from school.  

  

We highly recommend that where possible children and parents walk to school. This is to ensure the 

safety of all our fellow Mapplewellians.  

  

Thank you in advance for your continued support and co-operation in this matter. 



 

F1 Easter picnic 

F1's trip to the park was called off due to the weather but it didn't spoil our fun! We decided to have an 

indoor picnic and enjoy the Easter nests we made! 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Easter celebrations 

Decorated Eggs  

The children brought in their hard boiled eggs to decorate for our annual Egg Competition. Everyone had 

a cracking time making their eggs as eggstravagant as possible. All of the eggs were laid out on display in 

the school so that the judges could make their decisions. It was a very difficult choice and the judges 

spent a long time deliberating over the best designs. Congratulations to all of our winners.  

Easter Bonnets  

Thank you and well done to all the children who took the time to make an Easter bonnet. The standard 

and creativity was extremely high with some being described as eggstraordinary. Thank you to Reverend 

Taylor who had the difficult task of judging the winning bonnets. Well done to all the children for taking 

part and making it a wonderful event. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Flying High Partnership Awards Evening 

We are proud to announce that we will be hosting our annual Flying High Partnership Awards Evening on  

Thursday 18th July, 5:30pm-7:30pm. Our awards evening will be held at the Motorpoint Arena  

Nottingham.  

During the evening there will be music, speeches and most importantly recognition and celebration of  

children, staff, families, governors, and community members across all 33 schools. To identify the 

winners to be invited to receive their award, we need your help.  

Please can you use the  link below to submit any nominations you wish to put forward – you can put 

forward as many  nominations as you wish 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4MQ8K0TtE06j7kRzuVcCGkJYpzIhZHZKlcr4- 

Vg9ieFUOExCMTVXMUtVNFdYQTNVSDNNTko5OFRKNy4u  

Please see the dojo post for further details 

 

School photos - date change 

Jane Stapleton Photography will be in school on Thursday 25th April to take individual and sibling group 

photographs of the children, not at the end of March as previously communicated.  



Year 5/6 showcase  

This week, Year 5 and 6 children had a fantastic opportunity to showcase their learning to Ms Wilkinson, 

secondary school teacher from ATTFE. The children shared what they learnt about in each lesson from 

their enquiry and proudly described their double page spreads which consolidated their learning. Lastly, 

the children presented their dioramas that visualised their understanding of the impact human need has 

on aquatic biomes. Well done, UKS2. What an amazing job! 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 3/4 ‘Troy Story’ 

We are incredibly proud of the Year 3 and 4 children this week! They have worked so hard practising 

their lines and songs for our performance ‘Troy Story’. Both year groups did an amazing job, their hard 

work paid off. 



 

 

 



 

 

Key Dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 



 

Thank you for your continued support - SUCCESS is in our hands.    

Mr Whittle                                                    

Headteacher       

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


