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Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 2nd February
2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

Another wonderful week of learning and activity has taken place at Mapplewells this week. Walking
around school there has been a real buzz of excitement, concentration and enthusiasm throughout the
classrooms as children go about their fantastic learning. It has been lovely to see the children in EYFS
complete their phonics lessons, Key stage making delicious fruit kebabs, Years 3 and 4 have continued
their mazing writing and Years 5 and 6 have continued to design and make their brilliant underwater
dioramas!

Read on for all things Mapplewells...



Attendance

Children must attend school every day, on time (unless they are too unwell to do so). As you know, | am
not permitted to authorise holidays in term time and leave of absence will only be authorised in
exceptional circumstances and on a case-by-case basis.
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The Importance of School Attendance

Our current school attendance after 19 weeks is 95% which is now above our floor target, well done! We
want to work together to continue to improve this figure over the coming weeks. Our current
attendance by class is:

Birch - 96%
Elder - 95%
Elm-97%

Hazel - 94%
Hawthorn - 95%
Oak - 94%
Maple - 96%
Juniper - 95%

Pine - 94%



Rowan - 96%
Willow - 96%
Well done to EIm class on their fantastic attendance this week.

Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 95% and strive to
achieve 97% attendance.

SUCESS is in our hands

SUCESS stars of the week congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their class
teacher as 'SUCESS start of the week'. The children received their certificate in assembly today.

Ash - Freddie
Birch - Jesse
Elder - Laney
Elm - Theo
Hawthorn - Ben
Hazel - Savanah
Oak - Tommy
Maple - Lexi
Juniper -Arthur
Pine - Leo
Rowan - Jack

Willow - Joe
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Children's Mental Health Week

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week and the theme this year is ‘my voice matters’. The children
will experience an assembly based upon this theme, during which we will explore that everybody is
important and everybody’s voice matters.

All classes will also have the opportunity to take part in a guided mindfulness session. Following the
session, each child will receive a bookmark as a reminder of how they can practice mindfulness.

Please find attached some top tips for families to ensure that all children feel that their voices are heard.
Alternatively, please visit Families - Children's Mental Health Week (childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)?
for more ideas and information.

thttps://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/#resources
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TALKING TO YOUR CHILD
ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH

Are you a parent or carer who wants to
talk to your child about mental heaith?

LOOKING FOR FREE PRACTICAL
ADVICE TO HELP YOU SUPPORT
YOUR CHILD?

Parenting Smart, Place2Be's site for parents
and carers, is ful of expert advice and tips
on supporting primary-age children, and
‘managing their behaviour. and act on

Here's what children and young people told us they need from you:
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CHILDRENSMENTALHEAL EEK.ORG.UK

We don't need to have ‘one-off
conversations about our mental health®
- sometimes a chat on a journey or at
bedtime Is enough.

1 need to know It's okay to talk to you
about any and all of my feelings. Please
hear what | have to say, without
Interrupting me.

Please listen to me carefully and
acknowledge how | am feeling - It might
seem silly to you but what | am

going through is important to me.

Playing with pets can make me feel better.
Same with playing footbail, basketball o
whatever type of sport | am Into.

Don't compare my experiences to your
own when you were a child,

Sometimes | just need you to listen
and hear what I'm saying - | don't always
need answers (or lectures)

Please don't worry about trying to fix
things far me - | often just need to know
you are there for me and understand what
1 am gaing through.

If you are open with me about your
feelings, this can help me to be more open
about mine,

Sometimes | don’t want to talk. Please
trust that | will come to you (ar another
Qrown-up or someone my own age) when
I'm ready. Sometimes It's easier for me to
talk to someone nearer my own age - my
siblings, cousins, friends, younger
teachers at school - because they ‘get it'

Sometimes a hug is all It takes to make
me feel supported,

WHAT MATTERS TO YOU?
CREATIVE VIDEO ACTIVITIES
FOR FAMILIES

‘These wellbeing activities can help children
and young people think about and share
‘what matters to them,

[ For primary children: bit.ly/3PzCGI8
[ For secondary children: bit.ly/3L802wK



Place2Be’s

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

CONVERSATION STARTERS

Some ways to start a conversation with your
child about mental health could be...

TELL ME ABOUT WHAT WAS THE BEST
YOUR DAY THING ABOUT TODAY?

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST WHAT'S YOUR
STRESS / WORRY IN YOUR ONLINE Lle LIKE?
LIFE RIGHT NOW? .

WHO WOULD YoU TALK
TO IF YOU WERE FEELING

WORRIED ABOUT YOUR
MENTAL HEALTH?

CHILDRENSMENTALHEALTHWEEK.ORG.UK

Co-opted Governor Vacancies

We still have vacancies for up to two co-opted Governors to join our Mapplewells Governing Body.
Please see the advert below and if you are interested or require any further information, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Please follow the link below for more information:

Co-opted Governor Vacancies?

Sports kits

It has come to our attention that we are missing quite a lot of our new sports kits. If anyone has any
sports kits/items at home, please return them to school as soon as possible. The kits are in a numbered
drawstring bag.

We have events coming up shortly and currently don't have enough kits to go around.

2https://mapplewellsprimarynurserysutton.secure-primarysite.net/governing-body-vacancies-1/




Online Safety

Internet

http://www.netsmartzkids.org

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about Persuasive Design Online

For many companies who operate in the online space, attention and engagement are the holy grail.
Social media sites in particular make deliberate creative choices to keep people scrolling, reading,
watching and clicking. This phenomenon is known as ‘persuasive design’ and it’s being employed in the
vast majority of the digital world’s most popular destinations.

A study by the charity 5Rights Foundation concluded that “...the brain's response to rewards and
punishments can be leveraged through persuasive design to keep children online.” To tie in with Safer
Internet Day 2024, our #WakeUpWednesday guide can help to educate youngsters on the effects of
persuasive design — and suggests ways to insulate themselves from its influence.
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Car parking

In response to concerns from local residents, please can | ask parents and carers to be considerate when
parking if you are driving to school, please do not to block driveways or pavements when parking.

We ask that parents do not park on Mapplewells Crescent or Henning Lane as we need to ensure that
access to school is clear and that children are able to walk safely to and from school.

We highly recommend that where possible children and parents walk to school. This is to ensure the
safety of all our fellow Mapplewellians.

Thank you in advance for your continued support and co-operation in this matter.



Free Safer Internet Day Webinar for Parents

The East Midlands Cyber Protect Network are holding a free webinar on February 6th 2024 at 7pm for
Safer Internet Day. The webinar is aimed at parents and its purpose is to educate parents around keeping
their children safe online. They have 1000 spaces and if demand is higher may offer another date.

You can sign up through their website below:

Webinars | EM Cyber Secure (eastmidlandscybersecure.co.uk)?

Or the below direct link:

Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams*

3https://www.eastmidlandscybersecure.co.uk/webinars
“https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/04ed8c6c-828a-470a-ac87-0511fdf217aa@15f7ebab-616e-465b-a3ad-
912e8abbbc5a




Valentine Disco

Our Valentines discos this year will be held on Thursday 8th February. There will be a charge of £2.50 for
the discos, the children will be provided with sweets, a large cookie and a drink of squash which will be
served during the discos (please note the cookies may contain traces of nuts. If this causes any concern
please let us know).

On this day children can come to school wearing red and pink clothes or non- uniform. Whatever makes
them happy!

Please ensure you arrange for your child to be collected after their disco. Children are not permitted to
walk home alone.

If you are able to support us in decorating our school hall ready for the disco please do let us know,
Friends of Mapplewells will be decorating from 9:00am on this day.




NSPCC number day

Thank you to everyone who took part in Dress up for Digits today to support the NSPCC. The children
took part in fun maths activities across their key stages and we raised a total of £180!! All of which will
make an enormous difference help the NSPCC support children.
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Spring 2024 Parents’ Evenings

We have sent you an email regarding Parents’ Evening. Please ensure you have received this email. If
not, do call the Office to check your details.

We will be using an online booking system on our school website so you can choose the slot that suits
you best. The booking slots will be released at 6pm on Monday 4th March. You will receive an email
from Primary Site, our web host, inviting you to book your slot. Please ensure you book by Monday 17th
March at the latest.

We are offering meetings as follows:
Tuesday 19th March - meetings in person
Wednesday 20th March - Online meetings via Microsoft Teams
Thursday 21st March - meetings in person

On each day the time slots will be from 3.30pm to 5.20pm.



Key dates

Parents’ Evenings

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.
Diary Dates
2023-24
February
Thursday 8" Valentine discos
Friday 9t Chinese New Year menu for lunch (pre-orders only)
Friday 9t Last day of Spring 1 term
Monday 19th First day of Spring 2 term
Monday 26" INSET day
March
Tuesday 19t Spring 2024 Parents’ Evenings — in school
Wednesday 20t Spring 2024 Parents’ Evenings — online
Thursday 21° Spring 2024 Parents’ Evenings — in school
Thursday 28t school photos
Thursday 28" Last day of spring 2 term
April
Monday 15t First day of Summer term
Thursday 18 Year 4 residential
May
Thursday 9t" Year 3 residential
Monday 20t Year 5 residential
Friday 24t INSET day and last day of Summer 1 term
June
Monday 3™ First day of Summer 2 term
Monday 3™ Year 6 residential
July
Friday 26 | Last day of summer 2 term

Thank you for your continued support - SUCCESS is in our hands.




Mr Whittle
Headteacher
Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher



