
 

Whole School English Overview – in depth (links to enquiry) 
2023 – 2024  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Books Writing Books Writing Books Writing 

FS
1 

Who is significant?  
Understanding the world (History) 

What makes Britain great? 
Understanding the world (Geography) 

Can nature create art?  
Expressive art and design 

 
 

Nursery rhyme of the week. 

Twinkle Twinkle 

Humpty Dumpty  

Miss Polly Had a Dolly 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Incy Wincy 

Wind the Bobbin up 

Wheels on the Bus 

1,2,3,4,5 

Jack & Jill 

Hey Diddle Diddle 

 

Stories from other cultures 

  

Name Recognition  

  

Non-fiction/Explanation texts 

  

Letters to Santa 

 
 

Nursery rhyme of the week. 

Polly put the kettle on 

Baa Baa Woolly Sheep 

5 Little ducks 

Tommy Thumb 

Little Miss Muffett 

The Grand Old Duke of York 

Horsey Horsey Don’t you stop 

Row row row your boat 

Lavenders Blue 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes 

  

Name writing 

  

Labels (Map) 

  

Persuasion – poster explaining 

what makes Britain great scribed 

with children’s ideas. 
 

 
 

Nursery rhyme of the week. 

Mary Mary quite contrary 

Little Bo Peep 

Round and round the garden 

Mary had a little lamb 

Rock a bye baby 

I’m a little teapot 

London bridge is falling down 

This little piggy went to market 

Pat-a-cake 

Pussy cat pussy cat where have you been? 

Lucy locket 

Old Macdonald 

  

Traditional Tales retelling 

  

Name writing 

  

Instruction ordering 

FS
2

 Who is significant?  
Understanding the world (History) 

What makes Britain great? 
Understanding the world (Geography) 

Can nature create art?  
Expressive art and design 

 



 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Books Writing Books Writing Books Writing 

 

 

 
 
 

Labels 

  

Lists  

  

Captions 

  

Phonetically plausible 

words/Sentence Writing 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Letters 

  

Explanation Text/Persuasion 

 

List Poem 
 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Tales/Fairy Tales 

  

Instructional texts 

  

Recounts 
 

Y e a r 1 / 2 Who changed the world for me? What makes UK unique? What is the power of imagination? 



 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Books Writing Books Writing Books Writing 

 

Instructions- understanding 
how to look after old 
artefacts. Links to dogger.  
 
 
Narrative - Mystery story. 
Linking with Dogger, writing a 
alternative story where 
Dogger is in the Victorian 
period.  
 
Diary (recount) - Based on 
Florence Nightingale looking 
after the soldiers in the war.  
 
Biography- around a 
significant person who 
changed the world in some 
way.  
 
 

 
 

Non-chronological report- Leaflet 
to Paddington telling him where to 
visit in the UK.  
 
Narrative – Adventure story based 
on Paddington causing trouble in 
the UK. 
 
Persuasive letter- Written to their 
parents asking them to come to 
their tea party.  
 
 

Poetry – Free verse linked to what 
makes the UK unique.  
 

 
 

Narrative – traditional tales  
 
Poetry – list poem and either  
concrete/calligram/acrostic poem 
 
Explanation text 
 
Newspaper- Linked to the Lost thing and a report 
about it turning up at school.  
 

Y e a r 3 / 4 How far have we come? Am I too small to make a difference? How can we tell stories through art? 



 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Books Writing Books Writing Books Writing 

 

 
 

 

Narrative – Adventure story  
Poem – Conversation poem  
Non-chronological report  
Persuasive letter 
 

 

 

 
 

Narrative – Dilemma story  
Poem – Haiki/Kennings/Cinquian 
Newspaper report 
Persuasive argument 
 

 

 

 
 

Narrative – Myths and legends  
Poem – Concrete/Calligram/Acrostic 
Biography  
Instructions 
 

Y
e ar
 

5/ 6 Is conflict necessary? Is human need greater than others? What does African Art teach us? 



 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Books Writing Books Writing Books Writing 

 

 

 
 

Historical fiction narrative – 
based on the book War Horse  
  
Newspaper report – of the 
outcomes of the Battle of 
Somme  
  
Recount – Diary of a WW1 
soldier in the trenches  
  
Structured grammar poem – 
about the WWI (In Flanders 
Fields)  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Fantasy narrative – underwater 

world 

 

Balanced argument – pro and cons 

of living in Mexico 

 

Explanation text – about an aquatic 

biome and its inhabitants 

 

Ballad – about the Victorians 
 

 
 
 

Mystery Story – based in the kingdom of Benin 

 

Playscripts – end of year assembly 

 

Persuasion – persuade a museum curator to not sell 

an artifact. 

 

Blackout poem – pages used from the book ‘The 
children of the Quicksands’ 
 



 

 


