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September 2025 

Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we wrap up our second week back, it’s been fantastic to see the school buzzing with energy 

and enthusiasm. Our children are looking incredibly smart in their uniforms — thank you for 

helping them start the term with pride and positivity. 



This week, our Key Stage 1 pupils enjoyed a wonderful trip to Newstead Abbey, exploring 

history and nature in a truly inspiring setting. Back in school, we’ve seen some amazing work 

taking shape across all year groups — a brilliant start to the year! 

Please remember to check the Key Dates document attached for upcoming events and 

important reminders. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 2 weeks is 97.92%! Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch 97% 

Elder 95% 

Elm 99% 

Hawthorn 100% 

Hazel 98% 

Juniper 96% 

Maple 96% 

Oak 98% 

Pine 98% 

Rowan 98% 

Willow 95% 

 

Well done to Hawthorn class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let ’s keep striving to 

improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 97%. 



 

Stars of the week 

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their 

Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS 

assembly today. 

Ash - William 

Birch - Ella 

Elder - Olly 

Elm - Johnny 

Hawthorn - Florence 

Hazel - Bill 

Juniper - Eva 

Maple - Jasmine R 



Oak - Alice B 

Pine - Lucy Mae 

Rowan - Rowan 

Willow - Grayson 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share 

the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these 

special celebrations! 

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• Evie, Faye, Jude and Chester - their amazing drawings of significant people. 

• Maggie - using very ambitious adverbs in her descriptive writing. 

• Iris - wonderful writing in her English. Excellent presentation and great use of vocabulary. 



Class Dojo 

As a school, we continue to utilise Class Dojo as an amazing tool for communicating with home 

and school and supporting your children's learning. We will continue to use this as a resource to 

communicate between home and school. Whilst we aim to reply to messages as soon as we can, 

this is not always possible. Please be mindful that staff have their families to go home to and 

spend time with and will not be expected to reply or check messages outside of working hours 

which are between 8:00am and 5:00pm, Monday-Friday.  

If something is particularly important, please contact the school office, as staff may not check 

our messages until the children have gone home due to teaching commitments. Thank you for 

your continued support in using Dojo to support our children’s learning. 

 

F2 literacy & party 

This week in literacy, we have begun our learning about lists. We practised writing our names on 

party invitations and wrote lists of things we wanted at our party and a list of people who were 

invited. We had a great time at our 'welcome to Mapplewells' party! 
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Could your child be entitled to extra funding? 

Could your child be entitled to extra funding?  

Pupil premium is extra funding for every child who's eligible for free school meals throughout 

their time at school. This funding goes directly to our school and pays for things like school trips, 

educational resources, extra support and one-to-one tutoring. 

Once a child is in receipt of benefits-related free school meals, our school will receive additional 

funding (Pupil premium) to help and support them through their education. 

We want to make sure as many eligible pupils as possible are claiming. Nottinghamshire County 

Council use the Department for Education's free school meals eligibility checking system to 

determine eligibility. 

 

To apply, you will need to register and provide: 

• your National Insurance Number or National Asylum Support Service Reference Number 

• your last name 



• your date of birth 

You can apply for free school meals online- 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk or by 

contacting NCC on 0300 500 80 80.  

 

Please do get in touch with us if you need any help or support with this. 

 

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Conspiracy Theories 

The latest update to ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ includes clarification that 

misinformation, disinformation and conspiracy theories are recognised safeguarding harms. 

Although they might seem far-fetched, for many people they are very convincing – especially 

when presented by persuasive influencers or sensationalist videos online. This guide unpacks 

the risks, including isolation, anxiety, and exposure to extremist content, that can arise when 

conspiracies go unchecked.  

It also highlights how conspiracy theories can erode critical thinking and trust in reliable sources 

– including schools, families, and the media. With practical advice for nurturing curiosity, 

encouraging scepticism, and safeguarding children’s digital experiences, this edition of Wake Up 

Wednesday helps adults to tackle tricky topics in a calm and confident manner. 



 

Flu vaccinations 

For pupils in Reception to Year 6. If you would like your child to receive the flu vaccine in school 

this year, please follow this link to complete the online consent form. If you wish to decline, 

please use the same link to complete the ‘No Consent’ form. 

  

https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/ea4a4a0f 

  

The vaccinations will take place at school on the 3rd November 2025. The link will close on the 

20th October 2025. If your child has already had the Flu vaccine elsewhere since Sept 2025, 

please disregard this message. If you have any problems accessing the link, please telephone 

0333 3583 397 option 4, option 2.  



 

House Captains and Ambassadors 

On Friday 19th September, we invite all children to come to school dressed in their house 

colours as we will be launching our House Captains and Ambassadors during assembly. 

 To help you prepare, here’s a reminder of the house colours: 

Wallaton Warriors – Green 

Newstead Knights – Blue 

Rufford Rangers – Red 

Hardwick Hawks – Yellow 

 If you are unsure which house your child belongs to, please contact their class teacher for 

clarification. 



 

 



 

 

Flying High Partnership Staff Awards 2025 

We're excited to launch our very first standalone Staff Awards, shining a spotlight on the 

incredible people who make our partnership so special.  

Nominations open at 9am on Monday 8th September 2025 and close at 5pm on Friday 19th 

September 2025 at 5pm. 



Children’s Choice Award - Previously included within our children’s awards, this dedicated 

occasion gives us the chance to truly showcase the passion, commitment and excellence of our 

staff. This award is chosen by children themselves, recognising someone who has made a real 

and lasting difference to their school experience. Nominees for this award should: 

• Be nominated directly by children from their school 

• Demonstrate kindness, support and a genuine connection with pupils 

• Be someone children look up to and feel inspired by 

Your nominations are invaluable in ensuring that every deserving individual is recognised for 

their hard work, dedication and embodiment of the Flying High culture.  This is your chance to 

recognise staff who go above and beyond, live our values, and make every day count for our 

children, teams, and communities. 

 

If your child would like to nominate a member of staff for an award please complete this form -  

https://forms.office.com/e/xsmsFi9xyu 

 

Key dates  - Including Holiday Date 2025/ 2026 

As we look ahead, we are populating our school calendar with an exciting array of events and 

key dates for the new academic year. We encourage you to keep a close eye on these updates, 

ensuring you remain fully informed and engaged in our vibrant school life.  

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 



 



Our term dates are on the school notice board and our website -

https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Useful+Information&pid=86 

Mr Whittle 

Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


