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Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been another exciting and enriching week across the school, filled with memorable 

experiences and meaningful learning. Our F2 children had a fantastic adventure at Sherwood 

Forest, exploring nature and enjoying exploring beneath the trees—bringing their learning to 

life in a magical setting. 



Meanwhile, our Year 6 pupils took part in a special visit to Mansfield Town Football Club as part 

of World Mental Health Day. The day focused on wellbeing, resilience, and the importance of 

talking about mental health, and the children engaged brilliantly throughout. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 6 weeks is 97.43%! Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  96% 

Elder  93% 

Elm  98% 

Hawthorn  98% 

Hazel  97% 

Juniper  97% 

Maple  97% 

Oak  97% 

Pine  98% 

Rowan  96% 

Willow  97% 

 

Well done to Elm, Hawthorn& Pine classes on their fantastic attendance this week! Let ’s keep 

striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 97%. 



 

Stars of the week 

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their 

Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS 

assembly today. 

Ash - Evelyn 

Hawthorn  - Bertie 

Hazel  - Zara 

Juniper - Joshua 

Maple -  Maggie 

Oak -  Emmy 

Pine - Olivia 

Rowan - Grace 



Willow - Chloe 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share 

the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these 

special celebrations! 

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

    Jasmine, Iris, and Maggie – A huge congratulations for your outstanding work and 

impressive depth of knowledge about the Stone Age. Your curiosity and dedication truly 

brought history to life! 

          Finley, Ralph, Harold, Savannah, and Eden – Exceptional creativity  in crafting and refining 

powerful Stone Age-themed poems. Your words captured the spirit of the era beautifully! 

           Alice – A fantastic achievement for reading every single day at home! Your commitment has 

paid off, and you've now moved up a reading band – well done and keep it up! 



Goodbye Mrs Binch 

After nearly 11 years of service, Mrs Binch will be leaving Mapplewells today. While we are sad 

to see her go, we are grateful for all that Mrs Binch has contributed to our school community.  

Mrs Binch has dedicated herself to supporting and nurturing children throughout the school 

including teaching, 1:1 support and as one of our ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant).  

She has made a wonderful contribution success of the school. 

She will be greatly missed by pupils, families, and colleagues alike.  On behalf of everyone at 

Mapplewells, I wish her every success in her new role. 

Autumn Parents’ Evenings  

We are pleased to invite you to our Autumn Parents’ Evenings, which will take place on Tuesday 

11th and Wednesday 12th November. Appointments will be available between 3:30pm and 6pm 

on both days. 

 

Each appointment will last 10 minutes per child, providing a valuable opportunity to discuss 

your child’s progress, ask any questions, and hear how you can support their learning at home. 

 

We’re pleased to announce that bookings for upcoming appointments will be managed 

through Arbor, giving you the flexibility to choose a time slot that works best for you. Booking 

opens at 6:00 PM on Wednesday 15th October 2025 via the Arbor app or parent portal. To 

ensure a smooth booking process, please make sure your child’s registration is fully 

completed before this time. 

 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact the Office. 



 

Spanish Day - 17th October 

 

 





 

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About FC 26 

With new kits, updated squads and refined gameplay, EA FC 26 brings the thrill of top-tier 

football to living rooms once again. While it continues to offer family-friendly fun in modes like 

Kick-Off and Career, the ongoing popularity of Ultimate Team – where players spend money to 

build fantasy squads – brings a mix of excitement and risks.  

Children can encounter issues such as gambling-like mechanics, voice chat with strangers, and 

potential exposure to scams. This guide breaks down the game’s most important features, 

highlights the key risks to be aware of, and shares practical advice for helping young players stay 

safe while gaming and interacting online. 





 

Early Years Open Evening Invitation  

We are delighted to invite both new and current families to our Early Years Open Evening for 

children who will be starting Nursery or Reception in September 2026. 

       Date: Monday 17th November 

        Time: 3:45pm – 5:30pm 

     Location: EYFS Classrooms 

Come along to explore our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) environment, where classrooms 

will be set up with engaging activities for you and your child to enjoy. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to meet our EYFS staff, ask questions, and learn more about what to expect in the 

year ahead. 

Whether you're a new parent considering our setting or already part of our school community, 

we’d love to see you there! 

Please feel free to share this invitation with friends, family, and others in our community who 

may be interested. 

We look forward to welcoming you! 



 

The Mapplewellian Drawathon 

We’re thrilled to announce a whole-school fundraising event that promises to be a day full of 

creativity, community spirit, and celebration! 

 

Date: Wednesday 5th November  

Event: The Mapplewellian Drawathon 

 

Every child will take part in a special 30-minute drawing challenge, where they’ll be encouraged 

to unleash their imagination and create as many unique drawings as they can — each inspired 

by our cherished Mapplewellian values: 

 Support 

 Understanding 

 Self-confidence 

 Celebration 

 Curiosity 

 Excellence 

 Self-discipline.  

 

This exciting event is more than just a drawing session — it’s a chance for children to reflect on 

what it truly means to be part of our school community, and to express those values through art.  







 

County Cross Country League  

This weekend, children from Year 5/6 represented Mapplewells at the County Cross Country 

League held at Berry Hill park.  

The children ran brilliantly - especially to say that it was the first time that many of them had 

been to this event! They ran their socks off and did us all proud - well done.  

  

A special mention goes to Emmy, who stepped up (she's only Year 4!) and saved the day so that 

we had a school girls team to grab the points! Thank you Emmy, you are a true Mapplewellian! 

 



Non-uniform day Friday 21st November 

Friends of Mapplewells have planned a Non-Uniform Day on Friday 21st November! This year, 

instead of a £1 donation, we are asking families to kindly donate chocolates and sweets for the 

upcoming school fair, just like last year. These treats will be used for the fair's tombola. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping make our school fair a sweet success! 

 

Geology rocks 

This week in year 3/4 were thrilled to welcome a special guest — a geology expert who shared 

their fascinating knowledge about rocks and minerals. The children were captivated as they 

explored a range of amazing specimens, including shimmering obsidian, sparkling quartz, and 

fossil-rich limestone. They learned how different types of rocks are formed and even discovered 

some of the exciting careers that involve studying and working with rocks, such as geologists, 

paleontologists, and gemologists. It was a hands-on, inspiring session that truly rocked! 
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F2 Books & Biscuits 

This week F2 had their 'Books & Biscuits' morning. The children enjoyed sharing stories and of 

course eating lots of yummy biscuits! Thank you to everyone who joined us! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 





 

Sports leaders in training 

Last week, our sports leaders had the exciting opportunity to work alongside Luke and Kyle, 

players from Mansfield Town Football Club. The session kicked off with the leaders splitting into 

two teams to design their own basketball warm-ups, each tailored to improve performance in a 

Small Sided Game (SSG). One team focused on shooting drills while the other developed a fast-

paced dribbling routine — both aimed at sharpening their gameplay. 

After warming up, the teams faced off in an exciting 4v4 match, with Kyle leading one side and 

Luke captaining the other. The pupils showed fantastic energy and teamwork throughout, and 

as you can see in the photos, they had an absolute blast! 

 



 

Key dates 

As we look ahead, we are populating our school calendar with an exciting array of events and 

key dates for the new academic year. We encourage you to keep a close eye on these updates, 

ensuring you remain fully informed and engaged in our vibrant school life.  



 


