Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 7th
November 2025

Welcome Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back and | hope you had a lovely half term break. We have certainly got a busy few
weeks ahead as we begin to prepare for our Christmas celebrations.

Read on for all things Mapplewells...



Attendance
Our current school attendance after 8 weeks is 97.03%! Our current attendance by class is:
Birch 95%
Elder 93%

ElIm 97%
Hawthorn 97%
Hazel 97%
Juniper 97%
Maple 97%
Oak 96%

Pine 97%
Rowan 95%

Willow 96%

Well done to Elm, Hawthorn, Hazel, Maple & Pine classes on their fantastic attendance this
week! Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to continue to exceed that figure of 97%.
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Stars of the week

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their
Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS
assembly today.

Ash - Bonnie

Birch - Belle

Elder - Mina

Elm - Jasper
Hawthorn - Alannah
Juniper - Vinnie
Maple - Jacob

Oak - Evin



Pine - Charlie
Rowan - Harrison

Willow - Mollie
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Each week, | will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by

Headteacher Awards

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to
simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate
the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share
the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these
special celebrations!

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are:

Maggie, Alfie, Jasmine and Iris - wonderful plans for their persuasive letter to explain why the
stone age is better than the modern day!

Claudia - For confidently using direct speech in her writing and showing excellent punctuation
skills. A brilliant example of technical accuracy and creativity!

Max — For showing fantastic focus and determination in his writing lessons, especially when
tackling direct speech. A great effort with impressive results!



Callum, Tyler and Elijah — For their teamwork and perseverance in mastering equivalent
fractions and mixed numbers. A superb display of mathematical thinking!

Isaac — For consistently outstanding maths work all week. His enthusiasm and accuracy have
really stood out — a true role model in the classroom!

School Admissions
Do you have a child due to start Primary school in September 20267
If so, please make a note of the following dates:

Monday 3rd November 2025 — Nottinghamshire County Council applications are open for
starting school in September 2026.

Thursday 15th January 2026 — Closing date for applications.

If your child is starting Secondary school in September 2026, the closing date for applications is
31st October 2025

Online Safety
What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Fortnite

Fortnite continues to reign supreme in the gaming world, drawing in millions of players with its
bold graphics, fast-paced action and constant stream of new content. This guide looks at the
latest developments in the game — such as themed updates, crossover characters and limited-
edition cosmetics — and what they mean for young players and the adults who support them.

It also unpacks some of the key online safety risks associated with Fortnite. With in-game
purchases, cross-platform communication and regular seasonal updates creating an ‘always on’
experience, it’s vital that trusted adults understand how to help children and young people
enjoy the game without being exposed to unnecessary risks.
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Early Years Open Evening Invitation

We are delighted to invite both new and current families to our Early Years Open Evening for
children who will be starting Nursery or Reception in September 2026.

[[] Date: Monday 17th November
(® Time: 3:45pm — 5:30pm
© Location: EYFS Classrooms

Come along to explore our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) environment, where classrooms
will be set up with engaging activities for you and your child to enjoy. This is a wonderful
opportunity to meet our EYFS staff, ask questions, and learn more about what to expect in the
year ahead.

Whether you're a new parent considering our setting or already part of our school community,
we’d love to see you there!



Please feel free to share this invitation with friends, family, and others in our community who
may be interested.

We look forward to welcoming you!

Foundation Open Evening
-

¥

Tel: 01623 455949 Monday 17th November from 3.45 —5.30 pm

office@mapplewells.notts.sch.uk

The Mapplewellian Drawathon

On Wednesday 5th November 2025, we hosted our very own Drawathon — a whole day
dedicated to creativity, imagination and artistic expression! Throughout the day, each class took
turns adding their unique ideas and illustrations to a whole-school artwork celebrating what it
truly means to be a Mapplewellian and showing inspiration from our core values we follow each
and every day.

Every child took part, showing their love for all things creative and artistic. The atmosphere was
full of excitement and enthusiasm, and the final artwork is a stunning reflection of the talent
and teamwork seen across all year groups.

The event also served as a fundraiser, and we are delighted to share that an incredible £423 was
raised! This achievement wouldn’t have been possible without the amazing support of our
Mapplewellian community — thank you for your generosity and encouragement. The funds
raised will go directly towards providing even more exciting opportunities within our art
curriculum and extracurricular activities, inspiring creativity across the school.

The finished Drawathon artwork will be proudly displayed during Parents’ Evening, and we
encourage everyone to take a look. It truly shines a light on Mapplewells commitment to art in
education and the wonderful creativity of our children.



Remembrance display

You may have noticed that Mapplewells have had a very special addition to our family. On the
front lawn we have our very own "Tommy".

Tommy will be on display up to 11.11.2025 and we would like to invite you to add your own

poppies as a mark of respect for all victims of conflict.

| am sure you will agree with us that it is a great privilege to be given this symbol of
Remembrance and we would like to thank A.T.T.F.E for providing this very special addition to

Mapplewells.




Non-uniform day Friday 21st November

Friends of Mapplewells have planned a Non-Uniform Day on Friday 21st November! This year,
instead of a £1 donation, we are asking families to kindly donate chocolates and sweets for the
upcoming school fair, just like last year. These treats will be used for the fair's tombola.

Thank you for your continued support in helping make our school fair a sweet success!

Friends
of
Mapplewells

Children in Need

As you may know it is Children in Need on Friday 14th November. In true Mapplewells style we
will be supporting this fantastic cause by inviting children to come into school either wearing
spots, PJ's or some thing Pudsey related. If you would like to donate to Children in Need then
please feel free to send money in an envelope, or alternatively you can make a direct donation -
https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/

We look forward to seeing the children joining in with the day and as always, appreciate your
continued support.



Wired Differently Sensory Seekers

This week we have been very kindly donated Sensory items by Carrie Austin, founder of Wired
Differently Sensory Seekers.

She will also hold a stall at our upcoming Christmas Fair and was quoted as saying:

"At Wired Differently Sensory Seekers CIC, my mission is to fill the gaps in emotional and
sensory regulation support for neurodivergent pupils and their specialist needs. This small
donation of sensory items is just a gesture towards a much bigger goal of creating inclusive
environments that support both neurodivergent individuals and those around them. I'm really
glad to be able to help local schools that are taking an interest in what | am doing. It is
invaluable to build connections with such incredible educators who are open to learning and
adapting their provision for every child. "
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Key dates

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.



Diary Dates

2025

November

11" November

Whole School Remembrance Service

11" November

Autumn parents' evening

12" November

Autumn parents' evening

13 November

F2 Stay and Play 2 —3pm

14 November

Children in Need

17" November

Open evening for Foundation

18t — 21% November

Year 5 Bikeability

21t November

Non-uniform day — tombola donations

28™ November

Whole School Pantomime F2 - Yr 6

December

1°* December

F2 Christmas Play 2pm & 5pm

2" December

F1 Christmas Play 10am & 4pm

34 December

Christingle Assemblies

5% December

Christmas Fayre (provisional)

9t December

Hawthorn Christmas Play

11t December

Hazel Christmas Play

15 December

Wear Something Christmassy Day

19" December

Last Day of Autumn Term 2 — non — uniform day

2026
January
5t January First Day of Spring 1
7™ and 8" January Year 3/ 4 Bikeability
February

9* February

Young Voices

11 February Individual Pupil Photos

13 February Last Day of Spring 1 — non-uniform day

23" February INSET day

24 February First Day of Spring 2
March

27 March Last Day of Spring 2 — non-uniform day
April

13t April First Day of Summer 1

16t — 17t April

Year 3 residential

27" — 28" April

Year 4 residential

May
1t May LCH Charity Colour Dash
4t May Bank Holiday — School closed
11— 14 May Year 6 SATs week
21 May Last Day of Summer 1 — non-uniform day
22" May INSET day
June
1 June First day of Summer 1

1% - 2" June

Year 5 residential

1% —12% June

Year 4 Multiplications Checks

8% — 12" June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

19 June

Year 6 Leavers Photos & Class Photographs

July

8t —10% July

Year 6 residential

14t — 17t July

Year 6 Bikeability

24 July

Last Day of Summer 2 — non — uniform day

27" July

INSET day

Our term dates are on the school notice board and our website -

https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Useful+Information&pid=86




Mr Whittle
Head Teacher
Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher



