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Welcome Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Christmas countdown is in full swing! 

What a wonderful week it has been in school as we’ve embraced the festive spirit together. 

We’ve enjoyed beautiful Christingle assemblies, celebrated the magic of Christmas with our F1 

and F2 Nativity performances, and had a fantastic time at the Christmas Fair – thank you to 

everyone who supported these events! 

We’d like to extend a huge thank-you to all parents and staff for your incredible effort, support, 

and enthusiasm in making these occasions so special for our children. 

As we look ahead, we’re excited for our KS1 Nativity plays and the joy of our Carol Concerts, 

which promise to be real highlights of the season. It’s such a special time of year, and we can’t 

wait to share more memorable moments with you all. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 12 weeks is 96.56%. Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  94% 

Elder  94% 

Elm  97% 

Hawthorn  97% 

Hazel  97% 



Juniper  97% 

Maple  97% 

Oak  96% 

Pine  96% 

Rowan  95% 

Willow  97% 

Well done to Elm, Hawthorn, Hazel, Juniper, Maple & Willow classes on their fantastic 

attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%. 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share 



the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these 

special celebrations! 

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• Belle – Fantastic fluency in reading! She’s confidently reading without needing to sound 

out or blend – truly impressive progress. 

• Hattie, Axel S, Axel J, Olly, Anna, Bella A, Niall, Emilia, Keziah, Lottie H, Ione, Ivy, Jacob, 

Albie – Superb effort with handwriting! Each of them has shown brilliant focus and 

accuracy when forming ‘b’ and ‘d’ – such neat and careful work. 

• Willow – Outstanding achievement in her phonics practice assessment! She’s showing 

great understanding and determination – a wonderful step forward. 

• Finley – Incredible perseverance with his writing! He’s putting in so much effort and it’s 

really paying off – fantastic progress. 

     Well done to all our winners – we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work! 



Christingle celebrations 

 

Earlier this week the children had great fun making their Christingles and learning about what 

they represent at this special time of year.  

On Thursday, Reverend Taylor from St John’s Church led a beautiful service during the school 

assemblies. The children gathered together to reflect on the message of hope and light at this 

festive time of year. As the Christingles were lit, the hall was filled with a warm glow, creating a 

truly magical and memorable atmosphere. 

Neurodevelopmental Support Team sessions (formerly Drop-in Groups) 

If your child has SEND or is on the pathway to SEND you may benefit from engaging with the 

Neurodevelopmental Support Team. Support and information sessions. Details are attached 

below 



 

School Admissions 

Do you have a child due to start Primary school in September 2026? 

If so, please make a note of the following dates:  

Monday 3rd November 2025 – Nottinghamshire County Council applications are open for 

starting school in September 2026.  

Thursday 15th January 2026 – Closing date for applications.  

If your child is starting Secondary school in September 2026, the closing date for applications is 

31st October 2025  

 



Christmas Fair 

 

Our Christmas Fair is well under way with families enjoying the games, stalls and treats! We 

hope you all have a fab-yule-us time. Thank you to all the volunteers to came to help us set up 

this afternoon - we couldn't do it without you. 

We'd love to hear your feedback on the fair. Please complete our survey  Christmas Fair 

feedback – Fill out form1 

 

 
1https://forms.office.com/e/RUi1DNsKNc 



Christmas is about tins not tinsel 

Mapplewells School Council will be collecting tins and dry food items for the Let’s All Eat 

Foodbank! 

Collection dates - From 1st December 2025 to Monday 15th December 2025 

We kindly ask families to donate whatever they can to help those in need. Every contribution 

makes a difference! 

Thank you for your generosity 

 



Festive menu 

 

A reminder that we have a special festive menu for the final week of December. With the 

exception of Wednesday 17th December, the second option will be a jacket potato. 

Please note that orders for our Christmas dinner on Wednesday 17th December have now 

closed. If you have not booked a meal on this day please send your child with a packed lunch. 



 

Christmas
WEEK 2025!

Monday
Festive

pizza
Gluten Soyа

Milk

with

potato
balls

&

crunchy

vegetable
sticks

Tuesday
Hot dog

Gluten Sesame

Sulphur
Dioxide

with

tomato

ketchup,

jacket
wedges,

BBQ baked

beans

&

sweetcorn

Wednesday

Turkey,
chipolata
sausage

Gluten Sulphur
Dioxide

stuffing
Gluten

with

roast or

mashed

potatoes,

carrots,

brussels

sprouts,

Thursdaу.
Cheesy
tomato

Friday
Fish finger

wrap
Gluten Fish

with

French

fries,

sweetcorn

&

peas

pasta
Gluten Milk

Mustard 5oya

with

garlic
bread

Gluten Milk

Soya.

carrot

&

cucumber

sticks
roast

parsnip

& gravy

Iced

sprinkle

cookie
Glutan

Honey
cake

Glutan Egg Mik

& custard

Festive ice

cream tub
Milk

Mi

Veries

Classic
'school

cake

Gluten Egg

Chocolate

flapjack
Gluten



EYFS Nativities 

 

We had an amazing week of Nativities this week as our Foundation children showcased their 

talents in their nativity. The children have worked exceptionally hard to learn their lines, sing 

their songs and put wonderful performances. Throughout the week they have performed to 

packed houses and rapturous applause. Well done to all who took part and thank you to all the 

staff for their hard work and time putting on the performance. We are very proud of everyone! 

 Ashfield Health & Wellbeing partnership 

The Ashfield Health and Wellbeing partnership is a local partnership whose mission is to work 

collaboratively to help people improve their health and wellbeing, develop pride and aspirations 

in our communities and promote Ashfield in a positive manner. This groups leads on the Be 

Healthy, Be Happy element of Discover Ashfield. 



Welcome to the Ashfield Wellbeing Network 'Newsletter'2  

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Tik Tok 

Now the world’s go-to short video platform, TikTok captivates young audiences with its endless 

stream of engaging clips, but not without potential pitfalls. From unsettling or age-inappropriate 

content to harmful viral challenges, misinformation and even radicalisation, this ever-popular 

app can expose children to content that may not always be suitable for them. 

Our #WakeUpWednesday guide explores TikTok’s hidden hazards, including in-app spending, 

compulsive screen time and privacy concerns, offering clear advice for parents and educators. 

With expert insight and practical safety tips, it aims to help families ensure that TikTok use 

remains fun, positive and, most importantly, safe. 

 

 
2https://sway.cloud.microsoft/HTMhav4sbizLmHUd?ref=email 



Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF) 

Is your child entitled to Free School Meals? If so, bookings for the winter break are now open. 

There are plenty of fantastic activities happening across the county as part of the Holiday 

Activities and Food programme during the school holidays. Please visit  

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food/activities-and-

venues for details and to book your child's place.  

 

After School Club  

We are delighted to announce the launch of The Lime Trees After School Club after Easter half 

term 2026.  

As an Outstanding childcare provider, The Lime Trees’ mission is rooted in helping and 

supporting each individual family. They recognise that every child, every family and every home 

is unique and their aim is to deliver a service that they, as parents, would be proud to use.  

Please refer to our email with full details of costs and how to book a place.  

If you have any immediate questions, please refer to their website for their ‘Parent Guide’. 

Alternatively, you can contact them on 0115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk3.  

 

Win a £50 gift voucher for the CO-OP 

Our friends at Temple Estates have set us an exciting challenge — to design a brand-new For 

Sale board for their estate agents! 

 
3mailto:hello@thelimetrees.co.uk 



• Prize: The winning design will receive a £50 gift voucher for the COOP. 

• Competition dates: Open from today until Friday 12th December. 

• Judging: Neil from Temple Estates will visit to judge the entries and award the prize. 

• How to enter: Use A4 paper size for your design. If you need paper, it can be provided. 

Submit your entry to Mrs Warren in the school office. Don’t forget to write your name 

and home class clearly on the back of your entry. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase your creativity — you can be as imaginative as you 

like. We look forward to seeing your great ideas! 

 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 

Our term dates are on the school notice board and our website -

https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Useful+Information&pid=86 



 

Mr Whittle 

Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


