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Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to this week’s newsletter! We hope you’ve all had a fantastic few days, and that the 

children are feeling proud of everything they’ve achieved. As always, it’s been a busy and 

inspiring week here at Mapplewells—full of learning, teamwork, and plenty of smiles. 

This term, we continue to focus on the value of Mutual Respect, which is at the heart of 

everything we do. It’s wonderful to see so many of our children demonstrating respect for one 



another, alongside other important values such as care, appreciation, and understanding. At 

Mapplewells, everyone is equally valued, and mutual respect underpins all relationships — 

whether between staff and children, staff and parents, or governors and the wider school 

community. We encourage everyone to be a role model for respect, as positive and supportive 

relationships are essential for our children’s success and well-being. 

Together, let’s make this term a time of growth, achievement, and collaboration.  

Key Priorities for This Term  

• Strengthen partnerships between staff, parents, and the wider community to support pupil 

well-being.  

• Maintain a strong focus on safeguarding and online safety education.  

• Promote positive behaviour and mutual respect through assemblies and classroom practice.  

• Support pupil progress through targeted interventions and enrichment opportunities. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 16 weeks is 96.68%. Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  96% 

Elder  95% 

Elm  97% 

Hawthorn  97% 

Hazel  97% 

Juniper  97% 

Maple  96% 

Oak  97% 

Pine  96% 

Rowan  95% 

Willow  97% 



Well done to Elm, Hawthorn, Hazel & Willow class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let ’s 

keep striving to improve our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%. 

 

Stars of the week 

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their 

Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS 

assembly today. 

Ash - Evie 

Birch - Jacob 

Elder - Bella K 

Elm - everyone for producing some amazing work this week! 

Hawthorn - Jacob 

Hazel - Alex 

Juniper - Brody 



Maple - Jasmine 

Oak - Daniel 

Pine - Finley 

Rowan - Mya 

Willow - Elijah 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly 

share the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for 

these special celebrations!  

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• Isaac – For showing fantastic communication skills and growing independence in 

everything he does. A brilliant role model for others! 

• Charlie and Lucy – For taking the initiative to set up and run their very own crochet club. 

Your creativity, leadership and dedication are inspiring! 



• Grace, Poppy and Lucy – For demonstrating an excellent understanding of semi-colons 

and using them confidently to enhance their descriptive writing. Superb progress as 

young authors! 

• Henry T – For working exceptionally hard to improve his handwriting and presentation. 

Your determination is really paying off—well done, Henry! 

• Thyme, Evie and Evelyn – For producing beautiful handwriting with impressive 

technique on their very first attempt. A stunning start—keep it up! 

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work. 

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Digital Devices and Wellbeing 

Digital devices are woven into everyday life for children and young people, but balancing the 

benefits with potential risks can feel challenging. This #WakeUpWednesday guide explores how 

screen use can influence sleep, emotional regulation, physical health and online experiences, 

offering clear context around why concerns about wellbeing are growing. 

 

Written with schools and families in mind, the guide shares practical, realistic advice for setting 

boundaries, encouraging open conversations and building digital literacy. With insights from an 

experienced mental health professional, it supports adults to help children develop healthier, 

more mindful relationships with technology.  



 

SEN Drop-in sessions - everyone welcome 

As you may have read on our last SEND newsletter, we will be running SEN Drop-in sessions 

every term which will offer the opportunity to chat with Mrs Richards, our SENCO (Special 

Educational Needs Coordinator),  in school about any concerns or worries you may have about 

your child. This is available to every parent in school and not just those with children on the 

SEND register. Our current proposed date for the Spring term SEND drop in session is: Tuesday 

27th January from 1-4pm. You can book your 15minute slot via Arbor (Guardian Consultations 

section). 

Glee Club 

Before Christmas, our Glee Club children brought festive cheer to Kingsmill Hospital with a 

beautiful performance of Christmas carols in the main entrance. It was wonderful to see them 

sharing the holiday spirit with patients, staff, and visitors. 



The hospital has since sent a thoughtful letter of thanks to the children for their efforts, which 

you can read below. We’re already excited to return again this year and spread even more 

Christmas joy! 

 

Body Image and Nutrition workshop (BIN) 

Join Us for an Empowering Parent Workshop! Healthy Child Conversations: Let ’s Get Into Their 

BIN 

       Wednesday, 28th January | 5:00–6:00 PM | At School 

We’re inviting all parents and families to a free, interactive session designed to help you 

navigate important conversations around your child’s body image and nutrition. Led by a family 

weight management specialist, this workshop will: 

    Share the latest research and practical tips 

    Provide tools and resources to support healthy habits 

    Explore topics like selective eating, physical activity, and online safety 

    Offer guidance on when and how to discuss weight and eating habits—while prioritizing 

mental and physical well-being 

 



This is a safe space to reflect, learn, and connect with other parents. Together, we’ll empower 

you to make informed choices for your family and encourage positive dialogue at home. Don’t 

miss this opportunity to gain confidence and clarity in supporting your child’s health journey! 

Please complete the Forms to let us know how many adults will attend or let us know by 

contacting the Office.  

https://forms.office.com/e/sUNr3HMdW7 

 

School Games Multi-Skills Event  

This week, selected children from Key Stage 2, represented Mapplewells at a Multi-Skills Event 

run by the School Games. The children had a fantastic time trying out new skills and games, and 

were brilliant team players! 



 

 



 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 

Our term dates are on the school notice board and our website -

https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Useful+Information&pid=86 



 

Mr Whittle 

Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


