Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 13th February
2026

Welcome Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of this half-term, it has been wonderful to see our Mapplewellian
community come together for two special events: the Valentine’s Discos, which were full of
dancing, smiles and fun, and our “Wear a Scarf for Mental Health” day, where children and staff
proudly helped raise awareness for the importance of looking after our wellbeing. Thank you for
your support with both events. We wish all our children and families a restful, enjoyable
half-term break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back soon!



Read on for all things Mapplewells...

Attendance
Our current school attendance after 20 weeks is 96.74%. Our current attendance by class is:
Birch 96%
Elder 95%

ElIm 98%
Hawthorn 97%
Hazel 97%
Juniper 97%
Maple 96%
Oak 97%

Pine 96%
Rowan 95%
Willow 97%

Well done to EIm class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve
our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%.
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Reminder About Our Morning Routine

Following recent communications and discussions with the Local Authority, we are writing to
remind you of our expectations at the start of the school day to ensure that all children are in
school on time and ready to make the most of their learning.

Our School Day Timings

At Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School, the school day begins promptly at 8:45am, when
all children should be in class and ready to learn.

e School gates open: 8:35am
e Classrooms open for children: 8:35am
e Registration begins: 8:45am

e Gates close: 8:50am (from after the half-term break)



Any child arriving after 8:50am will need to enter through the school office and will be marked
as late.

Why Punctuality Matters

Regular attendance and good punctuality are crucial for your child’s progress and wellbeing.
When children arrive late, they:

* Miss valuable settling-in time with their teacher and classmates
e Miss key instructions for the day’s learning

e May disrupt the learning already taking place

e (Can feel unsettled, embarrassed, or anxious

Lessons begin promptly after registration, and some children transition to other areas of the
school shortly after arriving. Being on time helps your child begin their day calmly and
confidently.

How We Can Support You

We understand that occasional lateness can happen. However, if you are finding it difficult to
ensure your child arrives on time regularly, please contact the school office. We are here to
support you and will work together to understand any challenges and identify helpful solutions.

What Happens Next

As part of our whole-school approach to attendance, we will continue to monitor punctuality
closely. Where punctuality becomes a concern, we will:

1. Contact you to understand the reasons and offer support
2. Arrange a meeting to agree on actions or interventions
3. Work with you and, where appropriate, external agencies to remove barriers

Good attendance is an important part of our school culture and values. We are committed to
supporting every family so that each child can attend school regularly and on time.

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child achieve their full potential.



Stars of the week

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their
Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS
assembly today.

Ash - Joshua
Birch - Phoebe
Elder - Finley
Hazel - Harvey
Hawthorn - Marnie
Elm - Willow
Juniper - Maisie
Maple - Mia
Oak - Grayson
Pine - Andy
Rowan - Teea

Willow - Frankie
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Headteacher Awards

Each week, | will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by
staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to
simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate
the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We'll proudly
share the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for
these special celebrations!

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are:

e Alex and Henry — Both boys have produced excellent balanced arguments, making
wonderful use of ambitious language, accurate grammar and precise punctuation. They
are also putting in great effort to improve their handwriting, and this is really starting to
show. Well done to both of you!

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work.

Inset day

School is closed on Monday 23rd February for our Trust inset day. We re-open on Tuesday 24th

February.

INSET

DAY




Young Voices

The children from Glee Club had a fantastic time at the Young Voices concert at Sheffield Arena
on Monday. They have been working so hard over the past few weeks rehearsing the songs and
dances and they had so much fun performing them to their parents and thousands of audience
members during the evening. They should be extremely proud of themselves!







Spring 2026 Parents’ Evenings

We will be holding our Spring Parents’ Evenings on 17th & 18th March 2026.

Appointments will be allocated for 10 minutes per child and give you the valuable opportunity
to discuss all aspects of your child’s progress, to ask any questions that you may have and for
the teachers to explain how you can support your child with their learning at home.

You can book a meeting on Arbor under 'Guardian Consultations'. Meetings are available to
book now.

Should you have any queries please contact the Office.



Parents’ Evenings

School Games Cricket festival

Children from KS1 represented Mapplewells at the School Games Cricket festival this week, and

had a great time!

The children were able to learn and practise batting, throwing and fielding skills in a fun
environment with other Ashfield schools.













World Book Day 2026

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 5th March 2026 and we hope you’ll join us as we
come together to celebrate our World Book Day in school which is all about around the theme
“Go all in together” for the National Year of Reading. This year is all about reading for pleasure
and offering children a chance to enjoy books.

We will have lots of fun activities taking place throughout the day including:
e Children story share
e DEAR time- (Drop everything and READ)
e Visiting Mapplewells book shop to get a new book with their World Book Day Token.
e Avirtual author visit with Matt

As a way to celebrate our favorite books, we would also like to invite children to dress up to
represent something linked to reading. This could be as their favorite character from a story, an
author whose books they love to read or even their cosiest PJ’s that they love to read in.

We would love for child to make recommendation to each other about their favorite book so it
is key that the book they choose to bring in is one they know and love.

We’d love to include you in our celebrations by:



e Creating a character spoon which will be displayed and used in the reading corner.
These will be judged and prizes for top 3. Please send these into school on or before
World Book Day and then the winner will be revealed during our WBD assembly.

e Sending your child’s chosen book in with them on the day so we can read it to them and
their friends.

e Please send in any pictures of children reading in their favorite way. The crazier the
better. These can be sent to your class teacher or Mrs Higgins via Dojo.

We’re very much looking forward to celebrating World Book Day, which could not happen
without the support of parents and careers - thank you

Online Safety

Children and young people are increasingly turning to social media for mental health advice, but
much of what they encounter online is unverified, oversimplified or misleading. This guide
explores why platforms like TikTok and Instagram have become go-to sources, and how misuse
of clinical language and viral trends can distort children and young people’s understanding of
mental health.

Aimed at parent and educators, it offers clear, expert-led strategies to counter misinformation.
The guide looks at topics such as encouraging open conversations, identifying reliable sources,
and strengthening school-home collaboration. Use this information to build young people’s
critical thinking, resilience and confidence in seeking appropriate professional help when
needed.



What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

MENTAL HEALTH
MISINFORMATION ONLINE
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F2 stay and play

Our Spring 'Stay and Play' Event is taking place on Thursday 26th February, 2-3pm. We hope to
see lots of you there for another afternoon of exploring!
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We are imviting all pa‘rmts/ca‘rers to come into
our classroom to explore with your child. This
is a great opportunity to see how your child

e learns through play on a daily basis.

Juice & Biscuits will be available for a small donation!

Mansfield Town Community Trust and Free Kicks Foundation

At the beginning of the Spring term, Mansfield Town Community Trust asked us to nominate a
child to go into a draw to win a mascot package, and Alfie won!

This week, he was able to be a mascot for the Mansfield Town vs Peterborough game, and also
got to take home a shirt and signed football, as well as watching the game with his family.

Alfie was nominated due to his enthusiasm in PE and always wanting to get involved in different
sports through after school clubs and events. Well done Alfie!

A big thank you to Mansfield Town Community Trust and Free Kicks Foundation for making this
happen



Healthy Eating DT project

On Wednesday, KS1 wrapped up their DT project for this half term by making and selling
delicious fruit kebabs to KS2 as a healthy playtime snack. The children had a fantastic time
designing their kebabs and making sure they looked colourful and appealing.

Their hard work certainly paid off —KS1 raised an impressive £66.52, which will be donated to
the British Heart Foundation. We chose this charity because we know how important healthy
eating is for maintaining a healthy heart, and we wanted to support the vital work the BHF does.
















F2 treat morning

As a reward for getting to 500 dojos in each class, F2 were treated to a pancake morning today.
We decorated them with orange, chocolate buttons, strawberries, cream and golden syrup!







Healthy Eating and Cooking Course

This fun, free and interactive after-school course will support families to have fun with food

whilst learning more about healthy eating.

Please note: due to limited kitchen facilities, no-cook recipes will be used in the sessions, or
recipes that can be made and then taken home to cook. Parents and children will take part

together.



Please complete this form by 27th February to sign up - Healthy Eating and Cooking Course — Fill
out form?
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This fun and interactive after school course will support families to have fun
with food whilst learning more about healthy eating.

Please note due to limited kitchen facilities, no-cook recipes will be used in
the sessions or recipes that can be made and then taken home to cook.
Parents and children will take part together. Parents/ carers attending will
complete a L1 Award in Nutrition and Health which will include completion
of weekly workbook activities delivered as part of the session.
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Mondays, 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Starting 2nd March - 6th July 2026
(15 weeks)

“.r

Venue:
Mapplewells Primary School

Free to attend. Children must attend with an adult aged 19+ years.
To book a place please speak to school reception.

Website: www.attfe.org.uk #InThisTogether

Key dates

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.

lhttps://forms.office.com/e/cnEQhD6hkz




Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.

Mr Whittle

Diary Dates

2026
February

23" February INSET day
24 February First Day of Spring 2

March
5% March World Book Day
17t March Spring Parents’ Evening
18t March Spring Parents’ Evening
27" March Last Day of Spring 2 — non-uniform day

April
13t April First Day of Summer 1

16t — 17t April

Year 3 residential

27" — 28" April

Year 4 residential

May
1** May LCH Charity Colour Dash
4% May Bank Holiday — School closed
11— 14 May Year 6 SATs week
21° May Last Day of Summer 1 — non-uniform day
22" May INSET day
June
1" June First day of Summer 1

1% - 2" June

Year 5 residential

15— 12" June

Year 4 Multiplications Checks

8™ — 12" June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

19 June

Year 6 Leavers Photos & Class Photographs

July

8™ —10% July

Year 6 residential

14t — 17t July

Year 6 Bikeability

24" July

Last Day of Summer 2 — non — uniform day

27" July

INSET day

Head Teacher

Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher




