Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 27th February
2026

Welcome Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to another busy and exciting week at Mapplewells! It has been wonderful to see
the children settle back into school life so quickly following the half-term break. Their positive
attitudes, enthusiasm for learning, and excellent behaviour have really shone through—it’s
been a fantastic start to the new half-term.



A huge well done to our pupils who took part in the swimming gala this week. Their
performance was absolutely brilliant, demonstrating fantastic teamwork, determination, and
school spirit. We are incredibly proud of each and every one of them. We would also like to
share a big thank you to our EYFS families who joined us for Stay and Play. It was lovely to
welcome so many of you into school and see the children so engaged, confident, and excited to
share their learning.

Read on for all things Mapplewells...

Attendance
Our current school attendance after 21 weeks is 96.77%. Our current attendance by class is:
Birch 96%
Elder 95%

Elm 98%
Hawthorn 97%
Hazel 97%
Juniper 97%
Maple 97%
Oak 97%

Pine 96%
Rowan 95%
Willow 97%

Well done to Elm class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve
our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%.
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Stars of the week

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their
Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS
assembly today.

Ash - Amina

Birch - Arthur
Elder - Ivy

Elm - Chester
Hawthorn - Ella
Juniper - Diamond
Maple - Stanley

Oak - Parker



Pine - Tristan
Rowan - Grace

Willow - Alfie
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Headteacher Awards

Each week, | will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by
staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to
simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate
the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly
share the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for

these special celebrations!
This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are:

e Freddie — For achieving full marks in his phonics assessment. What an incredible
achievement! Freddie’s hard work and focus have really paid off —well done!

e George — For making fantastic progress in his reading. George’s confidence and fluency
are growing every week, and we are so proud of his dedication.

e Niall — For working exceptionally hard to improve his beautiful handwriting,
remembering his finger spaces, and taking real pride in his presentation. Keep it up,
Niall!



e Olive — For her amazing independent work in RE. Olive has shown a fantastic
understanding of Judaism and has approached her learning with real curiosity and
enthusiasm. Brilliant work, Olive

e Kaison — For demonstrating a wonderful understanding of adding and subtracting
fractions. His confidence in maths is really shining through—well done, Kaison!

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work.

Spring 2026 Parents’ Evenings

We will be holding our Spring Parents’ Evenings on 17th & 18th March 2026.

Appointments will be allocated for 10 minutes per child and give you the valuable opportunity
to discuss all aspects of your child’s progress, to ask any questions that you may have and for
the teachers to explain how you can support your child with their learning at home.

You can book a meeting on Arbor under 'Guardian Consultations'. Meetings are available to
book now.

Should you have any queries please contact the Office.

Parents’ Evenings



World Book Day 2026

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 5th March 2026 and we hope you’ll join us as we
come together to celebrate our World Book Day in school which is all about around the theme
“Go all in together” for the National Year of Reading. This year is all about reading for pleasure
and offering children a chance to enjoy books.

We will have lots of fun activities taking place throughout the day including:
e Children story share
e DEAR time- (Drop everything and READ)
e Visiting Mapplewells book shop to get a new book with their World Book Day Token.
e Avirtual author visit with Matt

As a way to celebrate our favorite books, we would also like to invite children to dress up to
represent something linked to reading. This could be as their favorite character from a story, an
author whose books they love to read or even their cosiest PJ’s that they love to read in.

We would love for child to make recommendation to each other about their favorite book so it
is key that the book they choose to bring in is one they know and love.

We’d love to include you in our celebrations by:

e Creating a character spoon which will be displayed and used in the reading corner.
These will be judged and prizes for top 3. Please send these into school on or before
World Book Day and then the winner will be revealed during our WBD assembly.

e Sending your child’s chosen book in with them on the day so we can read it to them and
their friends.

* Please send in any pictures of children reading in their favorite way. The crazier the
better. These can be sent to your class teacher or Mrs Higgins via Dojo.

We’re very much looking forward to celebrating World Book Day, which could not happen
without the support of parents and careers - thank you



Online Safety
What Parents and Carers Need to know About Adult Animated Content

Adult animated content is increasingly visible on platforms such as YouTube, TikTok and
streaming services. While the bright visuals and cartoon style may seem harmless at first glance,
many of these shows and clips are created specifically for mature audiences, featuring strong
language, sexual references, graphic violence and unsettling themes.

This #WakeUpWednesday guide helps parents and educators understand the risks, from
misleading visuals and algorithm-driven recommendations to desensitisation and edgy humour.
It also offers practical advice on platform settings, open conversations and building children’s
critical thinking, so young people can navigate online animation safely and confidently.
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Healthy Eating and Cooking Course

This fun, free and interactive after-school course will support families to have fun with food
whilst learning more about healthy eating.

Please note: due to limited kitchen facilities, no-cook recipes will be used in the sessions, or
recipes that can be made and then taken home to cook. Parents and children will take part

together.

Please complete this form by 27th February to sign up - Healthy Eating and Cooking Course — Fill
out form?!

lhttps://forms.office.com/e/cnEQhD6hkz
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This fun and interactive after school course will support families to have fun
with food whilst learning more about healthy eating.

Please note due to limited kitchen facilities, no-cook recipes will be used in
the sessions or recipes that can be made and then taken home to cook.
Parents and children will take part together. Parents/ carers attending will
complete a L1 Award in Nutrition and Health which will include completion
of weekly workbook activities delivered as part of the session.

-

Mondays, 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Starting 2nd March - 6th July 2026
(15 weeks)

Venue:
Mapplewells Primary School

Free to attend. Children must attend with an adult aged 19+ years.
To book a place please speak to school reception.

Website: www.attfe.org.uk #InThisTogether

F2 stay and play

This week, F2 opened their doors for their spring stay and play. The children had lots of fun
sharing the environment and what they are learning with their parents and careers!


















Easter celebrations
Decorated Eggs

Our annual Easter Egg competition will take place on the morning of Wednesday 25th March.
Please ensure your child brings a hard-boiled egg to school on Tuesday 24th March. The
children will decorate their eggs that afternoon. They are welcome to bring any additional
materials they would like to use.

Easter Bonnets

Our annual Easter bonnet parade will also be held on Wednesday 25th March during our Easter
Assembly. As in previous years this is an opportunity for you and your child/ren to spend some
creative time designing and making a bonnet at home. The children can then bring their
bonnets to school.

Easter Disco

Look out for details of our disco which is being held at the end of term.

Please see your child’s class teacher if you have any further questions regarding the Easter
celebrations.




Limetree After School Club

We are pleased to share that a new Afterschool Club will be opening Monday 13th April 2026,
delivered by The Lime Trees. Bookings are now open! To book, simply visit
www.thelimetrees.co.uk? and select the ‘Book Now’ option from the top left drop-down menu.

If you have any immediate questions, please refer to their website for their ‘Parent Guide’.
Alternatively, you can contact them on 0115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk3.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Over recent months, we have been busy behind the scenes preparing for cur new partnership with
Mapplewells Primary and Mursery School. We are delighted to confirm that our brand-new After
Schoal Club will be opening after Easter half term 2026

‘We are incredibly excited to be launching this new provision on the schoel site and welcoming families
to The Lime Treas community.

The Lime Trees

As an Outstanding childcare provider, The Lime Trees' mission is rooted in supporting every individual
family. We recognise that every child, every family and every home is unique, and our aim is to deliver
a service that we, as parents ourselves, would be proud to use.

‘We understand that flexibility and affordability are essential to modern family life, That's wiy our
zsssion times and booking software are designad ta allow you to manags your childcare around your
schedule - not the other way arcund.

Bookings are now open!

We provide a totally flexible service. giving you the option to book the sessions that work best for you
and your family via our online booking system. To book. simply visit www.thelimetrees.couk

and select the ‘Book Now! option from the top left drop-down menu. Choose your desired location
and click Book Now'™.

‘¥ou will need to register your child/children before making a booking. For full guidance on registering,
booking sessions, making payments and general FAQs, please refer to the Parent Guide available on
our website.

Times/Prices/Location
After School Club

Time 3.15pm_gpm

Cost £10.75
Tacation |Mapplewslls Frimary and
Nursery school

*Orce Ofited regetration & confirmed parents willalzo be able to uze childcare vouchers and the governments Tax Free Childeare
scheme. Pleaze refer to the Parent Guide’ for mare infoneation *

Keep in touch and stay up to date

If you have any immediate questions, please refer to our website for our ‘Parent Guide'. Alternatively,
you can contact us on 9115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk. For all the latest news and
promaotions follow us on Facebook and Instagram - just search for The Lime Trees.

On behalf of the whole team, welcome to The Lime Trees family, and thank you for choosing us to be a
part of your child’s exciting journey.

“fours Faithfully

Gareth Degenhart

The Naughty Bus visits F2

In Literacy this week, F2 began reading the story of the 'Naughty Bus'. At the start of the week,
the children made predictions about what they think might happen in the story and what the
bus might do that is naughty. By the end of the week, the naughty bus had made its way into
school and made a lot of mess! Mr Whittle was not happy!

Zhttps://www.thelimetrees.co.uk
3mailto:hello@thelimetrees.co.uk



















Key dates

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.



Mr Whittle

Diary Dates

2026
March

5" March World Book Day

17" March Spring Parents’ Evening

18™ March Spring Parents’ Evening

25" March Easter Assemblies

26" March Easter disco

27" March Last Day of Spring 2 — non-uniform day
April

13t April First Day of Summer 1

16t — 17t April

Year 3 residential

27t — 28" April

Year 4 residential

May
1t May LCH Charity Colour Dash
4% May Bank Holiday — School closed
11— 14* May Year 6 SATs week
21° May Last Day of Summer 1 — non-uniform day
22" May INSET day
June
1 June First day of Summer 1

1% - 2" June

Year 5 residential

15— 12 June

Year 4 Multiplications Checks

8™ — 12" June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

19 June

Year 6 Leavers Photos & Class Photographs

July

8™ —10% July

Year 6 residential

14t — 17t July

Year 6 Bikeability

24 July

Last Day of Summer 2 — non — uniform day

27" July

INSET day

Head Teacher

Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher




