Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 6th March
2026

Welcome Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fantastic week it has been at Mapplewells! The children have been full of energy and
enthusiasm, and the school has been buzzing with exciting learning opportunities.

A real highlight has been World Book Day, with pupils and staff celebrating their love of stories
in true Mapplewells style. From creative costumes to engaging reading activities, it has been
wonderful to see the joy and imagination that books bring to our school community.



Our KS1 pupils also enjoyed a brilliant visit to Sutton this week, exploring the local area and
building on their understanding of the world around them. Their behaviour was exemplary, and
they represented Mapplewells beautifully—we are incredibly proud of them.

We hope you enjoy reading about all the wonderful things that have taken place across the
school this week. Wishing everyone a relaxing and enjoyable weekend!

Read on for all things Mapplewells...

Attendance
Our current school attendance after 22 weeks is 96.81%. Our current attendance by class is:
Birch 96%
Elder 95%

ElIm 98%
Hawthorn 97%
Hazel 97%
Juniper 97%
Maple 97%
Oak 97%

Pine 96%
Rowan 95%
Willow 97%

Well done to Elm class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve
our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%.
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Stars of the week

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their
Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS
assembly today.

Ash - Chester
Birch - Lottie H
Elder - Oakley
Juniper - Jasper
Maple - Daisy
Oak - Sam

Pine - Zack

Rowan - Amelia



Willow - Nicolas
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Stars of the week
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Each week, | will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by
staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to
simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate
the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly
share the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for

Headteacher Awards

these special celebrations!
This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are:

e Rory — For writing a truly wonderful invitation letter to his mum for the KS1 British Tea
Party! Rory used beautiful handwriting, brilliant ideas, and real pride in his work. What a

superstar!

* Eve, Finley & Kiyan — For showing amazing determination to improve their handwriting.
All three have made fantastic progress, taking real care with their presentation and
producing work they should be incredibly proud of. Amazing effort from this brilliant

trio!

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work.



Spring 2026 Parents’ Evenings

We will be holding our Spring Parents’ Evenings on 17th & 18th March 2026.

Appointments will be allocated for 10 minutes per child and give you the valuable opportunity
to discuss all aspects of your child’s progress, to ask any questions that you may have and for
the teachers to explain how you can support your child with their learning at home.

You can book a meeting on Arbor under 'Guardian Consultations'. Meetings are available to
book now.

Should you have any queries please contact the Office.

Parents’ Evenings

World Book Day 2026

We had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day yesterday! This year’s theme, “Go all in
together” for the National Year of Reading, encouraged everyone to dive into stories and enjoy
reading purely for pleasure.



The children loved visiting the Mapplewells book shop to choose a new book with their World
Book Day token, sharing stories with friends, and joining a virtual author visit with Matt. It was a
brilliant day full of excitement, imagination, and a real love of books.

World Book Day at The City Ground

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, a group of our UKS2 children had the fantastic
opportunity to visit the home of Nottingham Forest—the world-famous City Ground. It was a
truly special experience that combined the joy of reading with the excitement of football.

The children were treated to an exclusive behind-the-scenes stadium tour, exploring areas
usually reserved for players and staff. They also visited the Nottingham Forest museum, where
they learned more about the club’s proud history and achievements.

Following the tour, the group took part in a series of football-themed reading activities,
designed to inspire a love of books through the world of sport. The children showed great
enthusiasm throughout and represented Mapplewells brilliantly.

It was a memorable day for everyone involved—full of learning, inspiration, and a touch of
Forest magic!
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Swimming gala

Last week, a group of talented Key Stage 2 pupils proudly represented Mapplewells at the
Nottinghamshire County Swimming Gala—and they were absolutely fantastic! Competing
against some incredibly strong schools, our swimmers rose to the challenge with determination,
teamwork, and brilliant sportsmanship.

Their hard work certainly paid off, with several top-three finishes across a range of events. It
was a fast-paced and energetic morning, and every child gave their very best from start to finish.

We could not be prouder of how they performed and conducted themselves throughout the
event. They truly represented Mapplewells with pride—well done, team!



Online Safety
10 Top Tips for Parents and Carers: Creative Ways to Encourage Reading

With reading for pleasure in decline, this practical guide offers ten thoughtful ways to reignite
children’s enthusiasm for books. From valuing all forms of reading to broadening access to
diverse materials, it explores how adults can nurture positive reading habits both at home and
in school. Digital tools, audiobooks and augmented reality are also considered as engaging ways

to support today’s readers.

It also highlights the power of social connection — recommending books, reading together and
meeting authors — alongside the importance of modelling reading ourselves. With expert insight
from literacy specialist Carl Pattison, this edition provides supportive, achievable ideas to help
young people reconnect with reading and see it as a meaningful part of everyday life.



10/Top TipsjfordP. ents and Educators

{WAYS TO

VALUE ALL READING

WIDEN THE 7' RECOMMENDATIONS
SELECTION z

GIFT A BOOK

Sy ——T
CONNECT WITH 9 RECONNECT ﬁ
AUTHORS - -

N )
& BUILD YOUR 10 LEAD BY EXAMPLE
KNOWLEDGE X

Meet Our Expert

The
AR

w3

@wakeupweds

Easter celebrations
Decorated Eggs

Our annual Easter Egg competition will take place on the morning of Wednesday 25th March.
Please ensure your child brings a hard-boiled egg to school on Tuesday 24th March. The
children will decorate their eggs that afternoon. They are welcome to bring any additional
materials they would like to use.

Easter Bonnets

Our annual Easter bonnet parade will also be held on Wednesday 25th March during our Easter
Assembly. As in previous years this is an opportunity for you and your child/ren to spend some
creative time designing and making a bonnet at home. The children can then bring their
bonnets to school.

Easter Disco

Friends of Mapplewells Easter disco this year will be held on Thursday 26th March and Friday
27th March. Please see the letter on Class Dojo for details.



Limetree After School Club

We are pleased to share that a new Afterschool Club will be opening Monday 13th April 2026,

delivered by The Lime Trees. Bookings are now open! To book, simply visit
www.thelimetrees.co.uk! and select the ‘Book Now’ option from the top left drop-down menu.

If you have any immediate questions, please refer to their website for their ‘Parent Guide’.
Alternatively, you can contact them on 0115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk?.

lhttps://www.thelimetrees.co.uk
2mailto:hello@thelimetrees.co.uk




THE LIME TREES
Dear Parents and Carers,

Ower recent months, we have been busy behind the scenes preparing for our new partnership with
Magplewellz Primary and Nurzery School. We are delighted to confimm that our brand-new After
Schogl Chub will be opening after Easter half term 2026.

We are incradibly excited to be launching thiz naw provizion en the schoel site and welcoming families
to The Lime Trees community.

The Lime Trees

As an Outstanding childcare provider, The Lime Trees' mission is rooted in supporting every individual
family. W recognise that evary child. svery family and svery homa iz unique. and our aim is to daliver
a zervice that we, as parents ourselves, would be proud to uze.

‘We undarstand that flexibility and affordability are assential to modarn family life. That's wiy our
s2s3ion times and booking software are designed to allow you o manags your childcare around your
schedule - not the other way around.

Bookings are now open!
‘We provide a totally flexible service. giving you the option to book the sessions that work bast for you
and your family via our online booking system. To book, simply visit www.thelimetrees.co.uk

and select the ‘Book Now' option from the top left drop-down menu. Choose your desired location
and click ‘Book Now”

“You will need to register your child/children before making a booking. For full guidance on registering,
booking sessions, making payments and genaral FACE, pleasa refar to the Parant Guide availabls on
ourwebsite.

Times/Prices/Location
After School Club

Time 3.15pm-_&pm
Cost. £10.75

Location |Mapplewells Primary and
Mursery School

crration i confrmed parents will 2o ke sble o uze childcars vouchers and the povernments Tax Free Chikdcare
sze refer to the Parent Guide for mare infarration *

Keep in touch and stay up to date

If you have any immediate questions, please refer to our website for our ‘Parent Guide'. Alternatively,
wyou can contact us on 0115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk. For all the latest news and
promotions follow s on Facebook and Instagram - just search for The Lime Trees.

On behalf of the whole team, welcome to The Lime Trees family, and thank you for choosing us to be a
part of your child's exciting journey.

Yours Faithfully

Gareth Degenhart

Film Afternoon

On Friday 13th March, we will be enjoying a movie in school. This will be a lovely opportunity
for the children to relax together, share a fun experience, and celebrate their hard work so far
this term. Pupils are welcome to bring a small snack to enjoy during the film.
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Key dates

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.



Mr Whittle

Diary Dates

2026
March

13t March Film afternoon

17" March Spring Parents’ Evening

18" March Spring Parents’ Evening

25" March Easter Assemblies

26" March Easter disco KS2

27" March Easter disco Foundation & KS1

27" March Last Day of Spring 2 — non-uniform day
April

13t April First Day of Summer 1

16t — 17t April

Year 3 residential

27" — 28" April

Year 4 residential

May
1** May LCH Charity Colour Dash
4% May Bank Holiday — School closed
11— 14 May Year 6 SATs week
21° May Last Day of Summer 1 — non-uniform day
22" May INSET day
June
1" June First day of Summer 1

1% - 2" June

Year 5 residential

15— 12" June

Year 4 Multiplications Checks

8™ — 12" June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

19 June

Year 6 Leavers Photos & Class Photographs

July

8™ —10% July

Year 6 residential

14t — 17t July

Year 6 Bikeability

24" July

Last Day of Summer 2 — non — uniform day

27" July

INSET day

Head Teacher

Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher




