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Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a lovely week it has been in school! With the warmer weather finally making an 

appearance, it has been wonderful to see the children enjoying the sunshine and bringing even 

more smiles to the playground. 



Our pupils have also been working incredibly hard on their assessments, showing focus, 

determination and real pride in their learning. We are very proud of the effort they have put in 

this week. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend and more sunshine ahead! 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Stars of the Week 

Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS 

star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS Assembly today. 

Ash - Mabel 

Juniper  - Tahlia 

Maple  - Alice 

Oak - Gabriel 

Pine -  Jack 

Rowan  - Alfie B 

Willow  - Jaxon & Isabella 

 



Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 24 weeks is 96.95%. Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  96% 

Elder  96% 

Elm  98% 

Hawthorn  97% 

Hazel  97% 

Juniper  97% 

Maple  97% 

Oak  97% 

Pine  96% 

Rowan  95% 

Willow  97% 

Well done to Elm class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve 

our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%. 



 

Headteacher Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly 

share the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for 

these special celebrations!  

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• Theo, Harry, Ronan, Layla and Ada – For consistently demonstrating our Mapplewellian 

values in everything they do. A brilliant example to others! 

• Laney – For working incredibly hard to move up to Ruby books. Fantastic effort and 

determination—well done! 

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work. 



Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Online Trends Encouraging Violence 

Violent clips, online ‘wars’, and shock-value challenges can spread rapidly across social media 

feeds – often appearing in front of young people who weren’t actively looking for them. This 

guide explains how algorithms, messaging groups and viral trends can expose children to real-

world violence online, sometimes normalising harmful behaviour or encouraging risky offline 

actions. 

 

It also highlights the emotional, social and legal risks linked to engaging with violent content. 

From anxiety and community fear to the dangers of sharing or promoting violent posts, the 

guide offers practical advice for parents and educators on discussing online safety, 

understanding the law, and helping young people respond positively and responsibly. 

 

Easter celebrations 

Decorated Eggs 



Our annual Easter Egg competition will take place on the morning of Wednesday 25th March. 

Please ensure your child brings a hard‑boiled egg to school on Tuesday 24th March. The 

children will decorate their eggs that afternoon. They are welcome to bring any additional 

materials they would like to use. 

Easter Bonnets 

Our annual Easter bonnet parade will also be held on Wednesday 25th March during our Easter 

Assembly. As in previous years this is an opportunity for you and your child/ren to spend some 

creative time designing and making a bonnet at home. The children can then bring their 

bonnets to school. 

Easter Disco 

Friends of Mapplewells Easter disco this year will be held on Thursday 26th March and Friday 

27th March. Please see the letter on Class Dojo for details. 

 

Limetree After School Club 

We are pleased to share that a new Afterschool Club will be opening Monday 13th April 2026, 

delivered by The Lime Trees. Bookings are now open! To book, simply visit 

www.thelimetrees.co.uk1  and select the ‘Book Now’ option from the top left drop-down menu.  

 
1https://www.thelimetrees.co.uk 



If you have any immediate questions, please refer to their website for their ‘Parent Guide’. 

Alternatively, you can contact them on 0115 9313 562 or email hello@thelimetrees.co.uk2.  

 

Red Nose Day - 20th March 

It was great to see the children supporting Comic Relief today. 

If you would like to contribute please visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd26-

mapplewells-primary-and-nursery-school-18db3bb1-9042-4222-a935-

bb1a736635c0?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020 

 
2mailto:hello@thelimetrees.co.uk 



 

Break the Rules day 

We want to say a HUGE thank you for your incredible support and generosity during our very 

first Mapplewells Break the Rules Day. The day was a roaring success — the children had a 

fantastic time embracing their inner rule‑breakers, and the whole school enjoyed the fun, 

laughter, and creativity that filled the day. We raised an amazing £550.00! 

The School Council is excited to use this money to purchase brand‑new playtime equipment for 

all children to enjoy. And yes… we will definitely be bringing Break the Rules Day back next year. 

Thank you once again for making this event so special. 

From the Mapplewells School Council 



 

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme 

There are plenty of fantastic activities happening across the county as part of the Holiday 

Activities and Food (HAF) programme this spring (Easter). Children and young people can access 

4 days of face-to-face activity. Please visit 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food  for more details. 

• The HAF programme is open to children and young people aged between 5 and 16 years 

(age 4 if in reception class full-time). Fully funded places are offered to those receiving 

benefits-related free school meals. This is different from the universal infant free school 

meals that children receive in reception, year 1 and year 2. 

• Most HAF venues also have places that can be paid for.  

• If you think you are eligible for free school meals but you have not applied, you 

can apply for free school meals here3. 

• Bookings for the Easter holidays are open now. 

 
3https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk 



 

Would you like to work with us? 

Can you help? We are looking for a reliable, enthusiastic person to join our team of Midday 

Supervisors to supervise children during the lunchtime break.  For more details please see visit 

https://www.flyinghighpartnership.co.uk/careers/ 

 

SEND drop in sessions for Summer term  

SEND drop in sessions will take place again on Tuesday 5th May between 1pm-4pm, this is 

an  informal opportunity for you to meet with Mrs Richards, our school SENCO, ask questions 

and discuss any concerns or support you need for your child. During the drop in sessions, you 

will be able to: 

  

• speak to Mrs Richards about your child's progress and support in school 

• ask for advice about SEND referrals or outside agencies 

• share any worries or updates that may help us to support your child further 

• find out about available resources and strategies we use in school 

Please book a 15 minute slot on Arbor or alternatively get in touch with the school office to 

book. We look forward to seeing you. 



Meningitis 

A message to all Nottinghamshire schools from Nottinghamshire County Council Public Health 

Team 

You may have seen news stories about the meningitis cases in Kent.  We know this can be 

worrying but would like to reassure you that this situation is very rare, and we have not seen 

cases linked to the outbreak here in Nottinghamshire.  Meningitis is passed on through close 

contact with another person and the risk of catching it is low. However, it can be very serious if 

not treated quickly, so we encourage all parents of children and young people and students to 

be aware of the signs and symptoms: 

  

• Sudden onset of high temperature (fever) 

• Severe and worsening headache 

• Stiff neck 

• Vomiting and diarrhoea 

• Joint and muscle pain 

• Dislike of bright lights 

• Very cold hands and feet 

• Seizures (fits) 

• Confusion/delirium 

• Extreme sleepiness/difficulty waking 

• A rash that doesn’t fade when pressed with a glass 

  

MenB vaccines are only available on the NHS to those aged under 2 years, unless you are in the 

specific groups being offered it in response to the Kent outbreak.  Other free vaccines also 

protect against diseases that can cause meningitis.  We encourage families and young people to 

check whether they have missed any of their routine vaccinations.  You can do this by 

contacting your GP practice online or by phone.  

  



The school vaccination service is offering catch-up clinics for secondary school aged children 

over the Easter holidays.  See SAIS catch-up clinics | Nottinghamshire County Council4 for 

further information. 

  

For more information, please see: 

Meningitis - NHS5 

  

Meningitis: Parents, young people and students urged to check vaccination status - NHS 

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire ICB6 

  

MenACWY vaccination information (offered to young people in Year 9 or 10, catch-up 

vaccination available free before 25th birthday): 

MenACWY vaccine: information for young people - GOV.UK7 

Meningitis and septicaemia – information for students in schools and sixth form colleges (text 

only) - GOV.UK8 

 
4https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/care/health-and-wellbeing/health-protection-
hub/vaccinations/children/sais-clinics 
5https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/ 
6https://notts.icb.nhs.uk/2026/03/16/meningitis-parents-young-people-and-students-urged-to-check-vaccination-
status/ 
7https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/menacwy-vaccine-information-for-young-people 
8https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningitis-and-septicaemia-information-for-students/meningitis-
and-septicaemia-information-for-students-in-schools-and-sixth-form-colleges 
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Meningitis

Meningitis
now

Meningitis is a serious condition where the protective layers around the

brain and spinal cord become inflamed. It can happen to anyone, so its

important to know the symptoms and risks.

Early symptoms, such as fever, vomiting, aches, muscle pain, cold hands
and feet and headaches, can look similar to common illnesses like colds or

flu. But someone with meningitis will usually become seriously ill in a matter

of hours. That's why it's crucial to keep checking on anyone who is unwell.

.

Symptoms

Sudden onset of high fever

severe and worsening headache
stiff neck

vomiting and diarrhoea

joint and muscle pain
dislike of bright lights
very cold hands and feet
seizures

confusion/delirium

extreme sleepiness/difficulty waking
a rash that doesn't fade when pressed with a glass.

If you become worried about yourself, your child, or a friend, particularly
if symptoms are getting worse, seek medical help urgently. Early
treatment can be life-saving.

UK Health

Security
Agency

MENINGITIS +
SEPTICAEMIA

Meningitis
now

Meningitis is a serious condition where the protective layers

around the brain and spinal cord become inflamed. Septicaemia

is when the bacteria enter the bloodstream to cause blood

poisoning. They can happen to anyone, so its important to know

the symptoms and risks.

Early symptoms, such as fever, vomiting, aches, muscle pạin, cold hands and feetand headaches, can look similar to common illnesses like colds or flu. But
someone with meningitis or septicaemia will usually become seriously ill in a

matter of hours. That's why it's crucial to keep checking on anyone who is unwell.

MENINGITIS SYMPTOMS?
fever

a very bad headache (this alone is not a reason to get medical help)

vomiting
stiff neck

dislike of bright lights

rash (DO NOT wait for a rash to appear before seeking medical advice)

confusion, delirium

severe sleepiness, losing consciousness

fits

SEPTICAEMIA SYMPTOMS?
fever and shivering
severe pains and aches in limbs and joints
vomiting
very cold hands and feet

pale or blotchy skin

rapid breathing
diarrhoea and stomach cramps
red or purple 'bruised' or blotchy rash on skin that does not fade under
pressure - do the glass test. On dark skin, check paler areas of
the skin, such as the palms of the hands, soles of the feet, inside
the mouth (roof), and the eyelids
difficulty walking or standing
severe sleepiness, losing consciousness

If you become worried about yourself, your child, or a friend, particularlyif symptoms are getting worse, seek medical help urgently.

EARLY TREATMENT CẠN BE LIFE-SAVING.



Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 

 

Mr Whittle 

Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


