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Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another wonderful week across school, helped along by some beautiful sunshine 

and wonderfully mild weather. Our KS1 children had a fantastic time on their trip to Brierly Park, 

where they fully embraced outdoor learning—exploring nature, observing their surroundings 

and enjoying hands-on experiences in the fresh air.  



Back at school, creativity was in full bloom during our Dress Like Art day. The wonderful array of 

outfits on display was truly impressive, with pupils (and staff!) showcasing imaginative 

interpretations inspired by artists and artworks, bringing colour, joy and plenty of smiles to the 

day. 

Please take a few moments to read through the latest updates and key information in this 

newsletter, and as always, thank you for your continued support and partnership.  

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 27 weeks is 96.95%. Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  97% 

Elder  96% 

Elm  97% 

Hawthorn  98% 

Hazel  97% 

Juniper  97% 

Maple  97% 

Oak  97% 

Pine  97% 

Rowan  95% 

Willow  97% 

Well done to Hawthorn class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let ’s keep striving to 

improve our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%. 



 

Stars of the week 

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their 

Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS 

assembly today. 

Ash -  

Birch - Jasmine 

Elder - Hattie 

Elm - all of the class 

Hawthorn - Jack Scott 

Juniper - Wilf 

Maple - Oscar 

Oak - Ralph 



Pine - Libby 

Rowan - Abilgail 

Willow - Colby 

Staffing Update 

Today, we sadly say goodbye to Miss Cartledge, who is leaving Mapplewells to pursue new 

opportunities. During her time with us, Miss Cartledge has worked across Foundation Stage, Key 

Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2, making a positive and lasting impact on the children she has 

supported. She will be greatly missed, and we wish her every success and happiness for the 

future. 

Next week, we will also be saying farewell to Miss Blewitt, who has made the difficult decision 

to leave Mapplewells in order to care for a relative. Miss Blewitt has been a valued member of 

the Mapplewells team for over 10 years, during which time she has worked both individually 

with children and within the classroom, touching the lives of many pupils and families along the 

way. 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to both Miss Cartledge and Miss Blewitt for their 

dedication, commitment and the significant contributions they have made to the Mapplewells 

community. Once a Mapplewellian, always a Mapplewellian. 

Headteacher's Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share 

the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these 

special celebrations!  

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• Amelia – for her superb use of relative clauses in her writing, which add rich detail and 

depth to her work and truly captivate the reader. Her writing choices show growing 

confidence and a mature understanding of how language can bring ideas to life. 

• Lottie and Phoebe – for their fantastic creativity and independence in art, producing 

eye‑catching drawings and paintings using the primary colours. Their confident colour 



choices and attention to detail resulted in truly amazing pieces of artwork that show real 

imagination and enjoyment. 

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work. 

AirTags and Tracking Devices 

Important Reminder – AirTags and Tracking Devices 

We have noticed an increase in children bringing AirTags or similar tracking devices into school 

attached to coats and bags, and on school trips and residential visits. While we understand that 

these devices may be used to provide reassurance, please be aware that tracking devices are 

not permitted in school or on residentials. 

These devices raise safeguarding, privacy and security concerns, as they can track a child’s 

location and some may include listening or audio functions. There is also a risk that they could 

reveal the real‑time location of a group of children, which may place pupils and staff at risk, 

particularly those with additional safeguarding needs. 

School staff carry out extensive planning, risk assessments and supervision to ensure children 

are safe at all times. We kindly ask parents and carers to check children’s belongings before 

school and ensure no tracking devices are brought in. Thank you for your continued support in 

helping us keep all children safe 

Class Dojo 

Using ClassDojo – Working Together Positively 

ClassDojo is an important communication tool that helps us stay connected and share key 

information. To ensure it works well for everyone — and to support staff wellbeing — we ask 

parents and carers to keep the following in mind: 

• Access to ClassDojo is provided to parents/carers or legal guardians only, usually for up 

to two adults per child. 

• Parents are welcome to message their child’s teacher with questions or to share 

information. If something needs more time, teachers will arrange a phone call or 

meeting. 

• For urgent matters (such as absences, sickness, collection changes, complaints, or 

safeguarding concerns), please contact the school office directly, as ClassDojo is not 

monitored urgently. 



• Teachers may not be able to respond immediately. Messages will be replied to within 48 

hours during the working week – as per the Class Dojo Policy, as staff are teaching and 

working directly with children, throughout the school day 

• Messages sent outside of working hours, including evenings and weekends, will be read 

and responded to during school time. 

• We ask that all communication remains polite and respectful. This helps maintain 

positive relationships and ensures ClassDojo remains a supportive space. 

• ClassDojo should not be used to discuss a child’s academic progress in detail, but it can 

be used to arrange a meeting if you have questions.  

• To protect staff wellbeing and work-life balance, we kindly ask parents to respect “quiet 

hours” and understand that teachers will respond when they are next working.  

Thank you for your understanding and for working with us to ensure ClassDojo remains a 

positive, effective tool for communication that supports both children and staff.  

 

Year 6 SATs 

The children in Year 6 have been working hard to prepare for their SATs which take place from 

Monday 11th May. As part of their preparations, they will have breakfast, provided by school 

(free of charge), each morning before their tests take place. Year 6 children will need to arrive at 

school for 8:10am to take part in the breakfast.  

Please remember them in your thoughts over the coming weeks. 

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about Image-Altering Filters 



Image-altering filters are now embedded in everyday online interactions, from playful effects to 

more subtle appearance-enhancing tools. This guide examines how these features can influence 

perceptions of beauty and reality, particularly for children and young people navigating social 

media. It highlights how filtered content can quietly shape expectations and online behaviours. 

Focusing on risks such as low self-esteem, social pressure and hidden advertising, the guide also 

addresses more serious concerns like sexualised edits and blurred boundaries between real and 

altered images. It provides supportive, practical advice to help parents and educators build 

media literacy, encourage confidence and promote healthier relationships with online content. 

 

kik 

We have also been notified of a new a new platform that is around  called KIK -which children 

know about but most adults don't and it is not safe for children to use  



 

SEND drop in sessions for Summer term  

SEND drop in sessions will take place again on Tuesday 5th May between 1pm-4pm, this is 

an  informal opportunity for you to meet with Mrs Richards, our school SENCO, ask questions 

and discuss any concerns or support you need for your child. During the drop in sessions, you 

will be able to: 

  

• speak to Mrs Richards about your child's progress and support in school 

• ask for advice about SEND referrals or outside agencies 

• share any worries or updates that may help us to support your child further 

• find out about available resources and strategies we use in school 

Please book a 15 minute slot on Arbor or alternatively get in touch with the school office to 

book. We look forward to seeing you. 



Mapplewells in the news 

Read all about it..... 



 



Makaton session at St Giles school 

Nottinghamshire Parent Carer Forum will be facilitating an introduction to Makaton session at St 

Giles school on Monday 1st June (10am–12pm). 

  

The session is free to attend and open to any parent or carer of a child or young person with 

additional needs. 

  

Families can book a place by emailing enquiries@nottspcf.org1. 

  

Please see attached flyers for full details. 

  

Sent on behalf of Nottinghamshire Parent Carer Forum  

 

 
1mailto:enquiries@nottspcf.org 



Illustrator visit 

As part of our curriculum enquiry hook, F2 had a visit from illustrator, Zoe Ashley.  

Zoe spoke to us about how she got into illustrating and about what an illustrator does - it was 

interesting to find out how an illustrator is different to an artist! We also saw lots of the card 

designs that Zoe has designed and drawn herself!  

 

 



 

Dress like Art day 

Today we celebrated world art day by spending the day dressed up as our favourite artwork, 

piece of artwork or inspired by anything art related! There were some fantastic outfits today 

and it has been a great to see all the children so enthusiastic about our enquiry!  

 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 



 

Mr Whittle 

Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


