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Welcome Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We ended the week at Mapplewells on a real high, enjoying spells of lovely sunshine and a 

fantastic sense of togetherness across school. Earlier in the week, our Year 4 children returned 

from their PGL residential, full of stories and smiling with pride after a brilliant few days of 

challenge, teamwork and new experiences. This afternoon, the whole school then came 

together for our Colour Dash in support of the LCH Charity, filling the field with colour, laughter 

and excitement. The children made the most of the beautiful weather while raising money for a 

charity that does such important work for children and families. A huge thank you to our 



families for their generosity, sponsorship and support – it truly helped make the week, and 

today’s event, such a success. 

Read on for all things Mapplewells... 

Attendance 

Our current school attendance after 28 weeks is 96.98%. Our current attendance by class is: 

Birch  97% 

Elder  96% 

Elm  97% 

Hawthorn  98% 

Hazel  97% 

Juniper  97% 

Maple  97% 

Oak  97% 

Pine  97% 

Rowan  95% 

Willow  96% 

Well done to Hawthorn class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let ’s keep striving to 

improve our attendance, to reach that figure of 97%. 



 

Headteacher's Awards 

Each week, I will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by 

staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to 

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate 

the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’ll proudly share 

the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these 

special celebrations!  

This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are: 

• James - Wonderful comparing numbers in maths and fantastic descriptive writing. 

• Jack -  Fantastic independent writing in english 

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work. 



Year 6 SATs 

The children in Year 6 have been working hard to prepare for their SATs which take place from 

Monday 11th May. As part of their preparations, they will have breakfast, provided by school 

(free of charge), each morning before their tests take place. Year 6 children will need to arrive at 

school for 8:10am to take part in the breakfast.  

Please remember them in your thoughts over the coming weeks. 

Online Safety 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Snapchat 

With over 900 million monthly users, Snapchat continues to be a favourite among children and 

young people; however, with its ever-evolving features, the risks have evolved too. From AI-

generated filters and chatbots, to disappearing messages and the Snap Map location-sharing 

tool, it’s easy for children to stumble into unsafe territory. This guide breaks down the latest 

updates, including the Lens+ subscription service, and web browser access.  

We’ve also unpacked the risks of sextortion scams, overuse, and inappropriate content that may 

slip through the app’s moderation systems. With expert advice from online safety consultant Dr 

Claire Sutherland, this guide is a must-read for anyone helping young people navigate Snapchat 

responsibly and confidently.  



 

SEND drop in sessions for Summer term  

SEND drop in sessions will take place again on Tuesday 5th May between 1pm-4pm, this is 

an  informal opportunity for you to meet with Mrs Richards, our school SENCO, ask questions 

and discuss any concerns or support you need for your child. During the drop in sessions, you 

will be able to: 

  

• speak to Mrs Richards about your child's progress and support in school 

• ask for advice about SEND referrals or outside agencies 

• share any worries or updates that may help us to support your child further 

• find out about available resources and strategies we use in school 

Please book a 15 minute slot on Arbor or alternatively get in touch with the school office to 

book. We look forward to seeing you. 



Year 4 residential  

On Monday & Tuesday, Year 4 enjoyed an unforgettable residential trip to PGL, where they truly 

represented the school with pride. Their exceptional behaviour was noticed and praised by 

many of the activity leaders, highlighting their kindness, teamwork and positive attitude 

throughout the visit. The children embraced every opportunity, throwing themselves into a 

wide range of exciting activities with enthusiasm and determination. They especially loved the 

experience of sharing rooms with their friends, which made the trip even more memorable, and 

the food was a big hit too! It was a fantastic experience for all, filled with fun, challenge and 

friendship. 

 

Key dates 

Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks. 

 

Mr Whittle 



Head Teacher 

Mr Latkowski 

Deputy Headteacher 


