Mapplewells Primary and Nursery School
Weekly Newsletter - Friday 15th May
2026

Welcome Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a fantastic week it has been across school!

We would like to begin by offering a huge well done to our Year 6 pupils, who have approached
their SATs with maturity, resilience and determination. They have shown great focus throughout
the week and have truly impressed us all with their positive attitudes. We are incredibly proud
of the way they have conducted themselves and the effort they have put into every test.



To celebrate the end of a demanding week, Year 6 enjoyed a well-earned treat, including a
McFlurry and a wonderful Forest School day together. It was fantastic to see them relaxing,
smiling and enjoying time outdoors after all their hard work.

We would also like to thank the rest of our school community—both pupils and staff —who have
been exceptional in adapting to changes in routines and timetables this week. Their flexibility
and support have ensured that Year 6 were given the very best opportunity to succeed. This has
truly reflected the caring and supportive ethos that makes Mapplewells such a special place.

As always, thank you to our families for your continued encouragement and support—it makes
a real difference.

Read on for all things Mapplewells...

Attendance
Our current school attendance after 30 weeks is 97.25%. Our current attendance by class is:
Birch 99%
Elder 98%

Elm 98%
Hawthorn 98%
Hazel 97%
Juniper 97%
Maple 97%
Oak 97%

Pine 97%
Rowan 95%
Willow 97%

Well done to Birch class on their fantastic attendance this week! Let’s keep striving to improve
our attendance, to exceed that figure of 97.25%.
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Stars of the week

SUCCESS Stars of the Week! Congratulations to the following children who were chosen by their
Class Teacher as 'SUCCESS star of the Week'. The children received their certificate in SUCCESS
assembly today.

Ash - Denis
Birch - Olivia
Elder - Charlie
Elm - Theo
Hawthorn - Jack
Hazel - Jesse
Juniper - Eli

Maple - Harper



Oak - Theo
Pine - Charlie

Rowan - Stevie

Willow - Callum & Charlotte
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Headteacher's Awards

Each week, | will be presenting Headteacher’s Awards to children who have been nominated by
staff for a variety of reasons — from producing amazing work, going above and beyond, to

simply demonstrating what it means to be a wonderful Mapplewellian. These awards celebrate
the values we hold dear and recognise the exceptional efforts of our pupils. We’'ll proudly share
the names of our award winners in each edition of the newsletter, so keep an eye out for these

special celebrations!
This weeks recipients of a Headteacher's Award are:

e Hattie and Jasmine - They have shown fantastic commitment to improving their
handwriting, and their efforts are clearly paying off. Both girls writing is now well-sized,
carefully formed, and sits beautifully on the line, making it a pleasure to read. They take
real pride in their presentation, and the improvement in their handwriting is a testament
to their determination and hard work—truly lovely to see.

Well done to all our winners - we are so proud of you! Keep up the fantastic work.



Year 6 SATs

Year 6 have been simply exceptional in completing their SATs this week. In the months leading
up to the assessments, the children have shown real commitment to their learning, approaching
revision with focus and determination, and supporting one another every step of the way. This
positive attitude carried through into the week itself, where they tackled each assessment—
spelling and grammar, reading and mathematics—with remarkable maturity, resilience and
quiet confidence. What has stood out just as much as their academic effort is the true
“Mapplewellian spirit” that has been evident throughout. From staff arriving early each
morning to prepare bacon and sausage butties to ensure everyone was well set for the day, to
children encouraging one another with kind words and smiles, there has been a genuine sense
of teamwork and togetherness. Even when faced with an unexpected fire alarm, the children
remained calm, sensible and composed—proving just how ready they are for the next stage of
their journey (and for the record, no, Mr Whittle did not burn the bacon!). We are incredibly
proud of each and every one of them—not only for the effort they have put into their learning,
but for the character, resilience and positivity they have shown throughout the week.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our families and staff for their unwavering
support. Our parents and carers have played a vital role in preparing and encouraging the
children, whether through supporting revision at home, ensuring a good night’s sleep, or simply
offering reassurance and positivity each morning. Our staff team have gone above and beyond
to create a calm, supportive and nurturing environment, adapting routines, giving their time
generously, and ensuring every child felt confident and cared for. This collective effort truly
embodies what makes Mapplewells such a special community, and we are so grateful for the
part everyone has played in helping our Year 6 pupils succeed.

Online Safety
What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Online Grooming

Online grooming is a growing and deeply concerning threat, with thousands of offences
recorded each year in the UK. This edition explores how offenders build trust with children
through fake identities, flattery, gifts and group chats before exploiting that relationship. It also
examines the rise of sextortion and how gaming platforms and social media can become
gateways for harm.

Beyond sexual exploitation, the guide highlights criminal grooming and radicalisation, helping
adults recognise that manipulation can take many forms. With practical advice on spotting
warning signs, creating open conversations and understanding the platforms children use, this



resource empowers parents and educators to intervene early and keep young people safer

online.
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15 hours funded childcare places for 3 & 4 year olds

All three and four-year-olds are entitled to 15 hours of funded nursery education for 38 weeks

of the year. Some 3 to 4-year-olds are eligible for 30 hours of free childcare a week. Check if

you're eligible and find out how to apply?.

Details about our Nursery/F1 provision can be found in our prospectus -

https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=159&type=pdf or

check out the posts on our dedicated instagram page @mapplewellseyfs

Ihttps://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working




We have funded early education places available from September 2026. Registration forms are
available on our school website
https://www.mapplewellsprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=44 or from Reception.

MTFC's last game of the season

As part of our partnership with Mansfield Town Community Trust, some children were given
tickets to watch MTFC's last game of the season.

These children were nominated by staff for their dedication and hard work in PE lessons, for
always trying their best and and their enthusiasm during our recent Blue and Yellow Day.

The children have spoken very highly about the experience and were very lucky to watch a
game with 9 goals!



Half term activities
Keep the kids active and entertained at MTFC this Half Term!

Football Club:
Skills sessions, games & challenges
Fun for beginners and budding pros

Safe and friendly environment

Holiday Club:
Multi-sport activities & team games
Creative arts & crafts sessions

A fun, supervised space for kids to play and make new friends

Whether your child loves football, sports, crafts, or just having fun, there’s something for
everyone! Spaces are limited, so don’t miss out — secure your child’s place today. Limited
spaces available
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Key dates
Please keep updated with our key dates as we will add to this over the coming weeks.
Diary Dates
2026
May
11t — 14 May Year 6 SATs week

20" May Year 5/6 Trip to Ashfield Fire Station
21° May Last Day of Summer 1 — non-uniform day
22" May INSET day
June
1* June First day of Summer 1

1% -2 June

Year 5 residential

1% —12% June

Year 4 Multiplications Checks

8% — 12" June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

18" June Flying High Children’s Awards
26 June Year 6 Leavers Photos & Class Photographs
July
3 July F1 trip to Matlock Farm Park
3 July Summer Fair
6™ July Sports Day (EYFS & KS1 morning, KS2 afternoon)

8™ —10% July

Year 6 residential

14t — 17t July

Year 6 Bikeability

16t July Summer disco

17t July Parent picnic

23 July F2 trip to Bluebell Dairy

24 July Last Day of Summer 2 — non — uniform day

27" July

INSET day

ind a refillable water bottle.

net | 07719 203130




Mr Whittle
Head Teacher
Mr Latkowski

Deputy Headteacher



